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I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N • 
nThe day of Damascusu marks the turning point in 
the life of Paul as he "saw" the exalted and risen 
Christ for the first time in the clear light of his 
understanding. In the consciousness of this man of 
Tarsus lay germinally hidden a world-wide revolution. 
In some manner this young trained theologian of the 
orthodox Pharisaic faith received the p:>wer to " make 
a new heaven and a new earth." Something happened 
within the consciousness of t h is energetic patriot 
which changed the appearance of all the external world. 
Paul sent out to persecute arrived in the city of Damascus 
converted to another program of living. This was 
the result of a unique personal experience which 
psychology as a descriptive sci.ence calls 11 conversion. tt 
Modern students of sacred history approach this 
climactic event found recorded as autbbiography and 
biography in biblical history with very diverse bias. 
The literalist who endeavors to save the Book and his 
concept of God, posits a miracle to explain this sudden 
and unexpected change. While other students take the 
tools of modern critical exegetical methods coupled 
with an understanding of the psychological laws to 
discover the inner history which led up to the vital 
experience in order that he may better understand the 
exact event itself and what it involves. 
From the records of the event (Acts 9,22,26) 
some interpreters come to believe that this event was 
• 
• 
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an unexpected occurence having no reference to 
subsequent history, no connecting link with previous 
events. It can be completely explained on the basis 
of the miraculous. But our thesis is to maintain 
that there was a psychological preparation for the 
conversion experience , therein lies the explanation 
of the so called 11 suddenness" which in the light of 
the naturally operating laws of psychology resolves 
itself into a "seeming suddenness." The mind of Paul 
we.s subjedti vely conditioned , unconsciously prepared 
for the culminating event of conversion , whether or 
not the crisis of this conversion is explained as a 
visionary experience or simply as a character change 
caused by the uprush of previous thiruring into the 
white light of consciousness , accompanied by an 
emotional content which is difficult for the biographer 
to report. The explanation of this spiritual event lies 
not only in its fruits but also in its roots. 
Because of the inherently sacred nature of 
the experience about wmch we are seeking explanatory 
data, there will be a mingling of theological, religious 
and psychological teJrullinology. The main purpose of this 
paper is to use the tools of scientific psychology as 
an approach to the problem involved, remembering that 
the conversion itself is a spiritual fact rather than 
a psychological process. 
• 
• 
C H A P T E R I 
DEFINI NG TERMS • 
It will be necessary to define the terms or the 
tools w ith which we are to ·work in orde r that we 
may clear away the d ebris of misunde rstanding. 
1. Psychology. 
Psychology is a word that slips easily from the 
tongue of the man on Main Street as part of his work i n g 
vocabulary of explanation as to anything related to 
human activities. It is not my purpose to g ive a 
formal def i n ition of the term but rather to hastily 
l"'evi ew the various schools of t h ought that bear the 
name 11 psychological 11 and from these d educe a method 
of ap pl"'oach to our specific historical psyc hological 
prob lem. 
Psychology as a science has been an ind ependent 
child of philosophy sin ce Wundt established the 
first psycholo gical laboratory in 1875. Historically, 
the "philosophy of the mind 11 has budded forth into 
a new scientific branch call psycholo g y. As a science 
it has the limitations of a science, that is, it is 
descriptive primarily. The datl~ is the expel"'iencing 
person and the reactions betwe en human beings. There 
is the eternal cycle of "experience--science--the 
philosophy,..-:~and psycholoe;y is located in the second 
~ .. 
*See t heuJournal of Heli giontt, May 192 6 ,Vol.VI. No.3. 
Artilce by Dr. E.S. Brightman , 11 What Constitutes a 
Scientific Interpretation of Reli gion.u 
•• 
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section of explanatory methods. Psycholo gy then is 
the science vn1ich explains by classification,by showing 
the causal connections be t ween phenomena, by describing 
the causal relationships foun d in the datum of human 
experience. The 11 aim will be to describe mental 
iCo processes." 
Psychology found its beginning s in Greek minds 
when t hey attempted to analyze the 11 soul!!. The " 
t h eOFJ of the soul 11 was one of the :tlrst philosophical 
p1•oblems presented by Aristotle. Dov;n thro u gh the 
speculations of Bacon,Loc ke,Hume, Hartley, through the 
new laboratory school r epresented by Weber,Titchener, 
Wundt, James, Hall, Ward and Baldwin , we find an 
attempt to analyze the mind processes j u st as astronomers 
have charted the movements of the planets, as chemists and 
physicists,the movements of electrons, thus,tre ating 
the mind as a mechanism to learn the scientif ic causes 
for ments~ reactions. Since the d a ys of H.~me ucausa tiontt 
ceases to mean the action of a myste r ious metaphysical 
force or power and it means rather the connections 
between phenomena. So, vre turn to psychology to 
s how the relation in the sequence of events. 
Bn t the r e a r e various schools of psycholo gical 
apprQach and we must select one that is best qualified 
" 
--
-:~Pratt, J.B., 11 The Reli g ious Consciousness, 11 pg.29. 
-5-
for t he analysis of biographical reports of 
psycholo gic al states. 
t The first and original approach to the study 
of c onsciou sness was made through t he method of 
-)~ 
introspection. This school makes a subjective study 
of the content of experience, a study primarily of 
the mind and its nfaculties." The introspectionalist 
obse:cves the worlcings of his own mi nd having thus 
a direct lcnowledge of h is conscious processes . This 
method is pr i mar ily used in the psych olo gy o f religion 
because of the contemplative mystical states evident 
in prayer, worship, meditation and that reorganization 
of the self-hood called conversion. Thus , the analysis 
of your own r e ligiou s consciousness is fundamental i n 
the interpretation of the religious experiences of 
others. 
Later we shall see that Paul gives us a 
retrospective story of his conve rsion experience. 
H ~s was an unscientific introspection of this inner 
crisis but it is one method of securing data for 
our i n terpr etation. 
The modern psycho-analytic school of approach 
u s es the methods of intros pection in a scientific 
{~ See the article "Self in Scientific Psycho lo gy," 
by M. W. Cal k ins • .AnE ric an Journal of Psychology , 
26 (1915) , pg. 522ff. 
• 
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manner a.s they direct the introspection of' the 
patient to become aware of some "suppressed complex . " 
Th is sch ool which was established by Sigmu nd Freud 
and represented by Rancl{, Jung , Adler , Hadley alid others 
was not content with the old conceptual explanato~ 
constructs of the trad itional introspectionalist 
school t so they placed their emphasis upon the 
instincts as the prime mover of all human activity. 
11 C i vilization was forged at the cost of instinctive 
iG-
satisfaction. 11 · 
This school would have much to say ab out the 
psychic health of Paul, as they would cons ider him 
a patient for mental diagnosis and treatment,pe rhaps, 
he would be considered a victim of a religious complex. 
Woodworth rightly maintains that "psycho-analysis 
gives a narrow and one sided psychology,utterly 
7£-~~ 
lacking in perspective. 11 However, this system makes 
a valuable and permanent contribution in the possible 
treatment of mental diseases . But we hold that Paul 
is sane and normal and not to be proved subnormal 
by some frealc psychological method of study . Because 
of' Paul ' s sanity, we believe the introspect.ional reports in 
which he tells of' his vi tal religious experience . 
_ .;~ Freud ,S. , " A General Introduction to Psycho-A .... "lalysis, tt 
pg . 9. 
** Journal of Abnormal Psychology , No.4,1917 ,pg.l94. 
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It becomes necessary to make a study of the 
objective behavior of Paul , in order to have more 
data for the psychological interpret at ion of his 
conversion. This leads to another method of approach 
which has. resulted in the building up of a •Nhole system 
of interpretation based upon a syst ematic study of 
behavior. From the words of Paul, from ~he reports 
of his behavior, from his historical activities, we 
glean further knowledge of what was going on within 
his consciousness. 
John B. Watson the protagonist of a modern school 
of structural or analytical behaviorism holds that 
11 the subject matter of human psychology is the 
·~ behavior or activities of the human being." In 
this method of study the attention is fixed upon the 
objective behavior of the psycho-physical man in the 
terms of reflex activity and stimulus-response bonds. 
This reduces psychology to an exact science of 
bodily behavior and of definite machanical reactions 
to e;iven stimuli. We have a fatalistic, deterministic, 
calculable,predictable, dependable system which 
elminates freedom of will, of choice and of purpose. 
"Behavioristic psychology has as its goal to be able, 
given the stimulus, to predict the response ••• or 
~ .. Watso11, J .B.," Bel1.aviorism, .~.• pg.3. 
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seeing tre reaction take place to state what the 
stimulus is t hat has caused the r e: action. u·H· 
But we a re attempting to study the activity of 
a man , a pe rsonal active self, wh o is made up of 
more than elements of pure neurological behavior . 
He has the power of choice which makes for the 
conduct (not behavior) of the self as a self-
directive unit or f unctioner. "Behavior is t h e 
action of or ganisms under s timulus; conduct is 
the action of conscious selves or persons when faced 
~i-~~ 
by situations." It is the latte r wh ich we ho pe to 
analyz.e in the case of St. Paul. Of course, we simply 
interpret the activity of t he person acting, tryin g 
to discover what might be his state of consciousness 
during such act i vity. 
Also, ac cording to t he 'l'horndi1dan school 
t he ideo-moto r , the st imulus-response bonds determine 
t he actions of the incli vidual. "Habit among the neural 
.-j~-j~-i:· 
elements is what runs the train." The r e is no 
place in t h is type of behavior ism for conscious 
purpose since the govern ing force is a system of 
"satisfactions and annoyances," expres sing purp:>se 
only in muscular and neural activity. Th is school 
· ~~ Watson, J .B., "Behaviorism, 11 pg. 18. 
-lH:- Strickland , F.L., 11 The Psycholo gy of Relig ious 
Experience, .. pg.29. 
-K··::-~cSee , Thorndike ,F. L., "The Psychology o f Learning. 11 
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has a right to its point of view bu t it is not the 
only point of view since it is likely t o crowd 
consciousness out of personality and t ha t is funda-
mental in the study of the conduct of a man whi ch 
involves purposes, choices, ide als, and self-clirective 
tendencies. Paul was more than an automaton acting 
in response to envirorunent for he lifted himself out 
of his environment and remade it according to his 
new ideals. Man is more than an animal , more than 
a bundle of reflexes, more than a functi on, he is 
a functioner, a spiritual self. 
We can use the method of objective observation 
of behavior,if we remember that we are observing the 
actions of a functioner, but we will have to throw 
aside tr~ modern recrude s~ense of materialism, a 
i'" 
metaphysical behavior! sm. 
We can use the records of reflective introspection 
on the part of Paul, and the study of his conduct 
in the f ace of a perplexing situation. Each school 
contributes a little towar d the unde rstanding of 
our psycholo gical problem. 
But another school of thought cal~ ed 11 Gestalt 11 
psych ology has an element of t ruth in its method of 
approach in tl~at it considers man as a unit, a 
confi guration or pattern. The emphasis is placed upon 
·X· Lovejoy , A.O ., "Pragmatism-the New 'Materiaiism, 11 
The Journal of Philosophy." J anuary 1922 . 
• 
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the total situation and the total complex response. 
Koffka and .~ K•ohler began to consider man as a whole , 
a unified organism, showing identity in the fact 
of personality. Interest in the distinction of the 
artificial faculties of the mind or in the bodily 
reflexes only disintegrated the study of personality 
for the psycholo gist of that school. From this school 
we learn to take a synoptic view of the personality 
of Paul. 
The basis for our method of s e lf-psychology or 
peroonalistic psychology is very similar in that 1 t 
rests on the fact that conscious states or processes 
belong together in ~ unique ma.nn.er. We prefer the 
conce pt " stream of consciousness 11 of William James 
to the "activity stream" of Watson, but v1 e talce one 
step further by suggest ing that our datum is the 
whole personality as a unit striving towa rd self-
realization. Self-psychology 7'~ approaches consciousness 
synoptically and f'Qnctionally, " Mental functions imply 
d t d · d ideal."** such things as nee , wan , es1re, pu rpose an 
We are attempting in this stUdy to make a synthetic 
picture of t lle developing self'. We move f'ro m t l: e 
f :Leld of consciousness to the larger conce pt ion of 
the total personality. Each school of psychology makes 
invaluable contributions as avenues of ap proach to the 
~l- For an explanation of Self-ps~chology see,E.S.Brightman, 
"An Introduction to Philosophy, ' pg . l89f'f. . . 
-l~* Coe,G.A. "The Psycho lo gy of Religion,'' pg.28. 
• 
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study of t he personal self. 
The analytical scho o l can give to us material 
for a synoptic study of personality, and the latter 
study should never be omitted. The structural schools 
of approach may aid in our interpretation, as do the 
functi onal schools but I tend towar d the latter. Structural 
and analytical methods seek the elements a11.d causal 
relations wh ile the functi onal and synaptical methods 
seek ends in self-realization , the values and the 
meaning of the process. We can accept the contributions 
of all methods, as long as they preserve the sacredness 
of a personality, remembering that ultimate r eality 
is the personal self which cb:u.'()Se;s, thinks , creates 
and is the sum total of what I am. 
But the most sacred element in a developing 
personality is reli g ion. Our next problem is how we 
can a pproach religion as a vital personal e xperience 
in the li f e of Paul with our psycholo gical methods. 
2. Religious Experience as Datum for Psychology. 
There is no d i f ferent kind of psychology for 
religion as experience but rather , the psychological 
laws and patterns are applied to one hallowed field 
of experience. 11 In the case of religion the very 
data to be observed and classified are e xperiences 
~<. 
of persons. 11 " Religious facts are not much different than 
~:- Eri ghtms.n ,E.s., "What Constitutes a Scientific 
Interpr etation of Relig ion. 11 .Journal of Heligion. 
Vol.VI, No.3, May 1926,pg. 251. 
• 
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the other psychic facts with the exception that 
they are held sacred in content. We can analyze such 
an expePience only by the graciousness of the possessor 
foP we are describing evaluating experiences. 
11 The specific task in the psychology of religion 
· t · · i t · t i u~~ is t l;.e sc1.en 1f 1c nves 1.ga on of religious experience, 
according to Dr . Strickland. Dr. Pratt describes the 
same working basis for the psychology of religion as, 
11 the workings of the human mind so far as these are 
influenced by t heir attitude toward the Determiner of 
~ .. ?~ 
Destiny." The object of our study is religion, the 
method of approach is psychological. 
Our source material is given to us in the 
form of biographical reports. 1 ~e tally these reports 
with our own experience and the experiences of others 
as reported by the questionaire method . Hall, Starbuck , 
Coe, Pratt and others have used t h is method of 
investigating the religious experie nces of others. 
If Paul could have answered a psychological questionaire 
he probably would have civen such reports as he did 
give in Acts,9,22, 26. From the many reports on 
religious experiencre and the climactic experiences 
-;~"The Psychology of Religious Experience ," pg. 25 • 
** "The Religious Consciousness ," pg . 31. 
• 
• 
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called conversion, vve learn the no rm for t h is 
myst ic al exper i ence aJJ.d apply t he standards s o 
learned to t he e xperience of Paul. Most of t h e 
records of a sudden and drarnati c spiritual awakening 
can be analyzed i n to t hree psycholo ft ical stages: -
( 1) t he pr.'e-:<:risi s period of u nrest and d is s at isfe.ction, 
(2) the c ris is or t he focal point of the climax and 
(3) the post-crisis period of peace and joy. Almost 
every religious p s ycholo gist gives these three 
traditional divisi ons, so that it ha s beco me a 
psycho logical classic and needs no further e xplanation. 
William James and Eve lyn Underhill have 
attempted to describe the inner lives of those 
claiming a great re ligi ous experience. Pratt, Ho cking , 
Stricldand (and Bri ght man ) mGlce a study of the inner 
personal experiences, as activities of purposive 
selves moving toward the norm of self-realizati 'Jn 
(mentioned often by Coe). 
The general belief is that conversio n is a 
reo rganization of t he self-hood but t hi s re li gious 
experience is described in various ways . Selbie, 
the En glish psych olo gist holds that , " in the 
broader sense of the word, then, convers i on may be 
described as t he pro cess by which a self , hitherto 
d ivided and unhappy, become s unified ~nd satisfied 
I 
......  
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und r:; r the impulse of religious ideas and motives . 11 ~~ 
Starbuck the auestiona ire pioneer defines the process 
in the fol l owing manner : "Conversi on is suddenly 
forsakin g the lower for the higher self. In terms of 
neural basis of consci ousness , it is an inhabition 
of the lower channels o f nervous discharge thr ough the 
est ablishment of h i gher connecti ons and the identification 
of the ego v1ith the new· activities . In theolo gical 
terminology it is Christ coming into the he a rt and 
the old life being blotted out--the human life 
swallowed up in the life of God. n~H£- William James 
adds," To be co :z1verted, to be re generated, to receive 
grace, to experience religion, to gain as surance, 
are so many phrases wh ich cl. enote the processes, 
gradual or sudden b y whic h a self hitherto divided 
and consciously wrong, i nferior and unhapp y;becomes 
unified and consciously right , superior a nd happy, 
in consequences of its firmer hold upon religious 
~!...'!.."'~ 
realities . 11 """ The ch ief characte r istic of a converted 
per so n is a unified self!hood with a defin ite direction 
und e r the guidance of a group o f consistent and 
harmonious purposes or ideals. 
The duty of a psycho logical a.na.lysi s is to 
tell row tJhis change tal~es place and to enumerate 
the processes and elements involved. It is oul" 
.;:- 11 The Psychology of Religion , 11 pg. 187 • 
.;:--;:-"The Psychology of Religion , 11 pg. 64. 
-lHH~ nvarieties o f Reli g ious Experience," pg. 189. 
• 
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puriXJ se to attempt to u nderstand the mental and 
spiritual processes at work during this changing 
period in the life of Paul , and to ascertain 
whethe r or not h is experie nce can be conside r ed 
under tte norm o f conve rsion, as so defined. 
After Paul ' s experience on t h e road to 
Damascus , he tells it in such a fashion, as 
to call it conversion. But the discovery is soon 
made that there has been something subtl¥ at work 
wi thin his mental processes previous to the 
crisis itself. He was not entirely conscious of 
the i mpending change and for t h at reason it was 
sudden to his mind. The psycholo gi cal category of 
explanation for tllis seeming suddenness is called 
the subconsci ous, the unconscious, or subliminal 
areas. 
The whole self of Paul was · ,torn out of the 
ha bi tu al centers, as he put on the 11 new man . " These 
new cen ters of i nteres t did not c ome out of a clear 
sky . These new attitudes must have come in through 
other . doors t han pure consci ousness·. In fact, 
t here is a "cellar" to the mind, a subconscious 
area in wl: ich some of the brooding may go on 
during the period of incubation before the cataclysmic 
religious awakening . Stricldand calls this the 
~} 
"whole background of the mind . 11 While William 
-1;. "The Psycholo gy of Religious Experience , 11 pg . l41 . 
• 
• 
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James adds," Psychology and religion •••• both admit 
tba t there are forces seemingly outside of the 
consciousnes s of t he ind i v idual that bring redemption 
to his life . Nevert heless, psyc hology defines these 
forces as 'subconscious' and spe ak ing of their 
e ffects as due to •incubation' or'cerebration' 
implie s t hat they do not transcend the ind ividual's 
personality; and here in she diverges from Ghristian 
theology, which insists that they are direct super-
-)i-
natural opera tions of t h e Deity. tt God c en use 
the route of t he subconscious. to speak to Paul 
u n:1er the explic able laws of psychology .This conceptual 
factor cal le d th e subconscious mi ght be used to fill 
the so called une xpla inable gap : n religious expe r i ence. 
'rhis i s a h y pot:.h.-t.ti cal const r uct, a lo gical entity, 
for use as a ps ycholo gic al explanation, just as 
atoms are conceptual f a cto rs in chemistry and ether 
ws.ves in physics . Scientif ic resrearch often works 
with such tools tather than with actual re a lity. 
'rhe lower zone or frin ge of conscio u s ness 
is t he store h ou se of memo r ies, dreams, broken 
bit s of consci ous activity. Thus a record is ~ept 
of all experiences below t h e threshold of actual 
attention and t h ese rec 0rds at ti mes are swiftly 
sumrred up in one f ocal point of attention or 
consciousness, welling up into t he conscious areas 
* "Varieties of Relig ious Experience," pg. 211. 
• 
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in answer to some problem that has been a cause 
for prolonged meditation and brooding. In this 
almost uncanny manner the reli g ious problem of 
P8111 was answered once and for all when he "saw" 
Christ as the epitome of salvation. 
The crisis had consequences far greater than 
the immediate antecedents would verify, so we use 
the subconscious as a hypothetical factor of explanation. 
Paul had been prepared for this moment. The convor·sion 
as a religious experience came as a synthesis of 
conscious struggle mingled with unconscious pre paration. 
It is these elements of unconscious preparation that 
we must trace i n the li f e history of the man. 
With only the light of exegetical study, 
we cannot give a bonafide psychological analysis of 
the mental life of Paul, so we make probable con-
jectures as to l rl. s mental,psychical and spiritual 
activities. But we ho pe t hat our solution is theoretical-
ly possible and the most probable in-:,:the li ght of 
prese .i lt day psychology of religion. V!.ib:'Ul.ese tools 
we proceeed to a study of t he man. 
• 
C H A P T E R II 
PaUL 
' 
THE MAN 
In the momentary interval betvreen Saul the active 
Judaizer and Paul the Christian lies the fact of a 
conversion,the mystery of a change in personal attitudes, 
if not, in personality. But across the gap lies an 
explanatory "bridge" constructed from the previous 
life history of this man which reveals the environmental 
conditions of his life, as well ~ as, some of his mental 
traits. The history of the man subsequent to the character 
change gives one of the factual explanations of that 
seemingly sudden change. 
1. Environmental Conditions. 
Paul came from a stock of the old Israelitish tribal 
unit of Benjamin. H~s birth place was Tarsus, a Greek 
city of Asia Minor which was of commercial importance. 
The tradesmen from the East and the West net to purchase 
the ~.1 cloth which was manufactured in this city. As _; 
was the custom for Jewish young men, Paul beea.me an 
apprentice to a trade which he used in later life as a 
means of support while establishing his Christian churches. 
( I Thessalonians 2:6 and 9; I Corinthians 9:5-15). 
The general vice and wickedness of the city left 
little positive influence on his developing character 
• 
• 
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because he seemingly had contempt for "the wisdom of 
the world." (I Corinthians 1:20). A combination of 
traditional Hellenistic philosophy mingled with an 
oriental mysticism formed the background of the 
teachings which the young man incorporated in his 
character. 
He was a Hebrew of the Hebrews, (Phil.3:5), 
a Pharisee who scrupulously observed all the religious 
r~tual and law, a l.lle.galist and a patriotic Jew. His 
zeal and enthusiasm for the law found him with the 
Zealots ready to uphold and even prosecute in the name 
of the orthodox faith of his nationality. 
The ypung Paul began his religious education 
in a pious home gleaning the moral truths of life 
from d evout religious parents. At an e arly age he was 
reading the scriptures, just a little later,copying the 
Old Testament as a Scribe; naturally in this fashion the 
miraculous stories of the prophetic calls, the providential 
care of the chosen people, became a very part of him.The 
prophets revealed the legalistic code of religious activity 
but at the same time he observed that they talked directly 
to God, someti tT:es in a very picturesgue fashion. ~1'11raculous 
methods of Jehovah's leadership were seen by the Scribe 
in the call of Abraham, ~n the call of Moses through the 
burning bush,in the Elijah stories, and t he pillar of 
cloud and fire that directed the wanderings of the chosen 
people toward the promised land. These stories became 
imbedded deeply in the consciousness of the Scribe as 
• 
• 
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he copied and recopied large sections of the scriptures 
of that day, namely , passages of the Old 'l'estament. He 
lived anew with the prophets, the judges, the psalm 
singers, as so often the letters to the churches indicate. 
The education of the youth was completed after 
leaving 'l'arsus synagogue " at the feet of Gamaliel " 
in the capital city of Jerusalem. (Acts 22:3). Paul 1 s 
rabbinical training marked him as a promising you~g . 
man fortuna.tely receiving instruction from a famous 
doctor of the law (acts 5:34) who advocated an open 
minded policy toward the Jesus sect and the use of mild 
measures in suppressing them, if suppression was necessary. 
(Acts 5:35). But Paul had the enthusiasm of youth and 
a fanatical zeal for his country and religion. He wielded 
a strong influence against the unorthodox group of Jews, 
who might be called Christians, as a man of aristocratic 
birth and parentage, a learned scholar, a theologian, 
a statesman and a man of affairs. 
Probably, Paul now " a college graduate" returned 
to his home town ,Tarsus, spending considerable time 
there before starting on a definite career. It is 
highly improbable that the young rabbi was in Jerusalem 
during the public ministry of Jesus, for had he been 
there,he would have seen the carpenter prophet over 
whom the authorities were excited. The energetic Paul 
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would not have missed seeing the remarkable miracle 
worker . H1s arguments for his Apostolic authority ~e 
always based upon the Damascus experience.!! Corinthians 
5:16 simply indicates Paul's previous false judgment of 
Jesus, As Jtl.licher says · , 11 it proves nothing either way 
* as to Paul's seeing the Jesus of history.u 
But it is fa.irly certain that at the persecution 
of the first Christians,Paul was (Acts 26:10) a 
member of the Sanhedrin which necessitat es his living 
in or near Jerusalem, and he may have lived with his 
married sister (Acts 23: 16). Worlt:ing here as a Rabbi 
he learned the methods of subtle dialectics, of ingenious 
and refined hermenutics. Later we notice that the 
Christ ian enthusiast casts his thou~)l ts and teachings 
in the moulds of his rabbinic al training. 
The Jews had been looldng for a Messiah who 
perhe.ps would be a mill tary leader of great splendor 
and power. Paul's mind was steeped in this general 
belief and teaching of a God-sent messianic leader, 
when to his amazement, a certain Hellenistic Jew by the 
name of Stephen proclaimed that the Jesus who had been 
crdcified as a common crimnal was the Messiah.(Acts 7:52) • 
That was a new thoughtto the Pharisees who had been 
partially instrumental · in securing the crucifixion of 
Jesus. 
-l*- 11An Introduction to the New Testamertt", pg. 35. 
• 
• 
It was Stephen who blasphemed against Moses and 
God, (Acts 6:11) by saying that Jesus vrould destrmy 
the temple and that the laws of Moses were not essential 
to salvation. (Acts 6:13-14). He attempted to save 
Christianity from the narrow confines of lege.lism, as 
he laid bare the materialistic principle of the Pharisaic 
party, and piety. The radical condemnation of Judaism 
by Stephen and other members of the newly founded 
sect of the Nazarene was such as the Pharisees had not 
heard since the time of Jesus himself. Acts 6 and 7 
show the depth and the force of this Christian leader, 
as he displays the inadequacy of the obsolete ritualistic, 
systematic, externalistic workings of the law in comparison 
with the new Christian position of spiritual freedom. 
The crisis for Judaism had arrived, either 
Stephen and the loyal followers of Jesus must be over-
come or the temple of Pharisaism would ultimately perish. 
This situation called for vigorous action on the part 
of the Judaizers. The ze alous young Pharisee took the 
lead in resisting the growth of Christianity, or rather in 
~ooting out the seed of Christian thought. He set out 
to destroy the obnoxious faith which accepted the historical 
Jesus as the spiritual Messiah. No doubt Paul faced 
Stephen in dispute; as Luke reports in Acts 6:9 that the 
members of the Cilician synagogue were involved in the 
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controversy and Saul ( for that was his Hebrew name 
ii-
while "Paul u was part of his Roman name) belonged 
to t.here organized Jews. One day Stephen met his death 
through mob violence as he acclaimed the universal 
c l;aracter of Christianity which overshadowed the 
Pharisaic hopes for a world wide Judaistic religion. 
The leader of the persecution consented to the 
stoning of Stephen and participated in the affair 
by holding the garments of the executors while they 
hurled the stones at the martyr in their enthusiasm 
to reject the Mess i onic acceptance of Jesus and to 
stifle the antagonist of traditional legalism.(Acts 22:2Gff) 
From that eventful day onward, the loyal 
patriot disregarding Gamaliel's teaching of tolerance 
plunged into his ministry of persecution with a whmle 
heart full of burning hatred and antagonism. (Acts 26:9). 
He set out as a representative of the Sanhedrin (Acts 9:2; 
22:5;26:10) to exterminate the followers of Jesus. His 
bloody onslaught started by throwing into prison, 
scourging and tormenting men and women who refused to 
bl r. spheme the name of Jesus and to renounce their 
loyalty to His program of living. (Acts 26:10). The 
terri tor~y . ~- covered by the Chri s t ian antagonist was 
mainly Judea (Gal. ll22,23.)though he md not rest until 
-l~ See 11 Paul, Campaigner for Christ;' by William J. Lowstuter, 
for the changed name discus sion, pg.76. 
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he had extended his field of activity beyond these 
harrow confines. Even Ananias of Damascus had learned 
of the severe methods of the infuriated Rabbi.(Acts 9:13,21). 
The persecution of the Jew·ish Saul ravaged the 
Church (Ac t s 8:3) so that the faithful followers of aesus 
were scattered abroad (Acts 8:1) to such an extent ths.t 
the only Christians remaining in Jerusalem were the 
Apostles. Paul says that he made havoc of their faith 
and beyond measure applied his methods of persecution. 
(Gal. 1:23 ; I Cor.l5:9 ;Phil.3:6 ) .Not content with his 
destruction in Jerusalem , he set out for Damascus but 
something happened ----on the road to Damascus. After 
t h is marked event or trip to Damascus he became a 
successful herald for the gospel and an active campaigner 
for Christ. 
Thus, we have hastily surveyed the development 
of our hero as to the environmental conditionings antecedent 
to the Damascus road event. But what was going on in 
his mind at this time as to plans, purposes, conscious 
and unconscious preparation for the radical change of 
character ? What was the mental pre-crisis preparation ? 
2 •• Mental Traits • 
· The material for constructing a psychograph of 
Paul is not very abundant but wdth the tools of psychology 
we will attempt to deduce the possible mental tr aits 
• 
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and processes as gathered from a synoptic view of his 
entire life history. A psychological study cannot 
gf. ve a po si ti ve mathematical exactness as t o his mental 
characteristics from the given data, but the uniform working 
of the psychological laws in the sequence of the mental 
processes prior to the crisis of the conversion may be 
designated. 
Analysis of a personality is difficult even 
when the 11 object of study" is an intimate personal 
acquaintance,but in this case the difficulties are 
enormously increased because of the distance in time 
and the inadequacies of t he recorded reports. However, 
we attempt to take a loolc at the behavior of Pau:J, vrhich 
gives to us a glimpse of his mental processes. 
An alert ru1d logical mind must have been his, we 
deduce from a reading of the close reasoning and logical 
thinking portrayed in his doctrinal messages, especially 
his letter to the Romans, his epistle to the Galatians, 
and the argumentative passages concerning the resurrection 
found in I Corinthians 15. His intellectual integrity 
coupled with his oratorical ability is evident in his 
logical , yet, firey speeches , when replying to 
Agrippa, when appealing to Caesar and when addressing 
the group on Mars Hill. Perhaps, his rabbinical training 
had developed a creative mind exemplified in his 
regular systemat ic theolo gical presentation of the 
Christian faith which is presented so rigorou~ly and 
• 
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J. dogmatically in his various do cuments. His argu ments 
are used today by many theolo gians as basic. Stephen 
might have given to t he world a systematic presentation 
of the new expansive f aith as a pioneer in thie realm 
of religious dogmatism but h is life was cut sh ort in 
the presence of the very person who was to pick up the 
torch of his teachings and offer to all the wo r ld the 
rigpts of rrembership in this new spiritual Kingdom. 
The Christi an go a1 of Salvation was attainable to any 
or all who believed in the Christ as presented by Paul. 
Paul must have heard the arguments of Stephen 
or at least, he was acquainted with his teachings because 
many of their Chri s tian doctrines are similar. They 
both taught that God does not dwell in a temple made 
with hands, He is rather the creator of the world and 
all that dwells there in, (Stephen-Acts 7:48-50; Pru. 1-
Acts 17:24-25); the law was ordained by angels but 
it had not been observed according to the fullness of 
its meaning, ( SStephen-Acts 7:53; Paul-Gal.3:19); 
and t hat there is evid ence of hardened hearts becaus e 
of the lack of true righteousness,(Stephen-Acts 7:51; 
Paul-Romans 9:17-29.~ 
Paul not only had a strong intellect but an 
emotional make-up wh ich often reve aled itself with 
intensity. He would reason so far and then act in a 
whirlwind of passionate enthusiasm. When he had the 
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assurance that anything was right, he was for it ,mind, 
soul and body, if it was wrong, we find the same anti-
thetic al violence manifest. His moving impulse was 
emotion; his gQiding principle found in reason. There 
was a continual battle within the "wretched man" 
(Romans 7:24) because of his impulsive action.* ·The 
fires ~~ strong emotion warmed his logical mind, thus 
avoiding a harshness, a sternness of unsympathetic 
intellectual! ty. We will have to grant that his mental 
ability must have been above the average, as he was a 
lea_der, a Christian promoter, a task which demanded 
energetic argument. His emotional life was rich, warm, 
normal but positive in movement revealing the deep ~. 
&motional life of a great mind. There is no evidence 
of shallowness, he argued against being moved by the 
light " winds of doc trine 11 , nor is ther-~ a dis play of 
pure animalistic passion,althougb he constantly combated 
basic tendencies of human nature, he fought against the 
"flesh" .He was rather obstinate toward the new Christian 
movement until his emotions broke forth in new channels 
which had been dredged by intellectual argument. This 
debate might have taken place in the subconscious where 
the secret unrest and disquietude germinated into a 
* See the article , uThe Psychology of Paul's Conversion u 
by Clarence D. Royse. American Journal of Religious ' 
Psychology and Education. Vol. I 1904-05. 
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positive decision. After the princi plesof conduct were 
determined, emotion ruled. There was always a safe 
satisfying reason for every enthusiastic act. He was -
passionately anti-Christian, then suddenly a Christian 
protagonist; there must have been some intellectual 
rea.soni!fg,wavering, conflict, doubt and discord going 
on within his mental processes. 
3. His Psychic Health. 
His active imagination and the mentioned visionary 
* experience s have led some interpreters to hold that 
he was abnormal, sensuous, epileptic or a neurotic and 
therefore such a visionary conversion was the result 
of his physical condition and psychical temperament. 
Nietzsche was an exponent of the epileptic theory sug-
gesting that 11 a thought flashed through his mind ac-
companied by a vision, as was inevitable in tbe case of 
** an epileptic subject such as Paul ... 
But many others save the character of Paul 
allowing him to have visionary experiences but these 
are not interpreted as the objects of an unhealthy 
cerebral activity. Foakes-dackson in his recent book 
suggests 11 His 
' ~ sudden and so to speak miraculous 
conversion has in modern times been employed to dis-
credit tl1e mental balance of Paul. The fall to the earth 
i!- Acts:l6:9;18:9; I Cor.-14:8 ; II Cor. 12:2 pr 12:1-9. 
Also the conversion reports Acts 9 , 22 , 26. 
**As reported by Weinel ,ust. Paul,the Man and H1 s Works," pg.88. 
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the bright light, the heavenly voice, the subsequent 
blindness, the abrupt change which followed, are used 
as proofs that the Apostle cannot be regarded as a 
normal human being, and consequently his words and 
actions must be considered with some mistrust. But 
normal men have never yet mo dified seriously the 
course of history, nor directed the thought of mankind 
for many generations. The world is not changed by 
common place men with supremely average experiences. 
Paul was abnormal in many ways. His health was evident ly 
feeble, yet he lived to the verg~ of an old age, and 
endured hardships which would have lrilled mo s t men 
-
with a perfect constitution. His visions, trances, 
periods of exaltation and depression, are such as 
are frequently experienced by exceptional individuals. 
It is folLy_ to deny greatness or to minimize tre power 
of the man's influence because he was not exactly what 
a modern physician would wish his patient to be. " 
uBut • • ••••• the most abnormal fact about St. 
Paul was, not that he was alleged, an epileptic en-
t :tollsia.st, but that he possessed clearness of mind and 
power of guiding men and in . ~dition an excGptional 
sanity of outlook, and that rare quality wh ich we call 
-)!. 
common sense." · 
->t- ''The Life of st. Paul, The Man and the Apostle," pg.81. 
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Lilcewise, Dr. Charles E. Jefferson argues for Paul 's 
sanity. 11 There are reasons why one might be inclined to 
suspect t he healthiness of Paul's brain. He was a man of 
visions, and we are naturally skeptical of men who see things. 
He heard voices, and we are distrustful of people who hear 
things that we do not hear ••••••• He passed into ecstatic 
raptures,being once, on his own testimony carried into the 
third heaven, and at another time into the seventh, and 
people who soar so high create in us a sense of une a_sine ss. 
He spoke with tongues , and peo ple who speak with tongues 
often end in the mad bou se ••• He had a th~n in the flesh 
many attributed to epileptic fits, it is easier at least 
for some persons, to ace ount for the things which he saw 
and the vo ices which he h3 ard. 11 
11 But unfortunately for this theory, Paul persists 
in thinking and acting, and writing as t hough he were 
sane. He seems to be the very incarnation of common sense •• 
He is obliged to grapple with complicated proble ms •••• In 
such a realm a diaeased or distracted mind would have gone 
astray •• Men do not write ~1ch maxims ( as he did) in short 
intervals between epileptic fits •••••• There are fourteen 
witnesses- to Paul's sanity -his letters and tre history 
by Luke. Lulce was a physician •• to him Paul was not a 
victim of delusions but a sane minded and great hearted hero 
11i 
whom he reverenced with all his soul.u 
* ... The Character of Paul, 11 pg. 7 5ff. 
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The psychic health of Paul has been a subject 
of debate and each school uses a method of interpretation 
which rests back upon their construction of the·· so 
called secondary visions and the Damascus road event. 
Paul was a man of visions according to his own rerorts, 
once at Troas (Acts 16;901 and at Corinth (Acts 18:9) 1 
and again Paul reckoned on being "caught up: intb 
heaven" (II Cor. 12:2) as one of the supreme experiences 
of his personal life. His references to charismatic 
tongues (I Cor.l4:18,Gal.2:2) suggests his psychic 
temperament. The nucleus of this evidence is found 
recorded in II Cor. 12 where he rnal{:eS mention of all 
his visions and revelations. It can be readily seen 
that this section is linked very definitely with the 
mode of interpreting the conversion experience. The 
authorities who hold the visionary-hypothesis will 
suggest that the Damascus road experience was simply 
the first of the visionary series while the literalist 
school, and the non-visionary theorists will hold that 
this vital character chan06 is a uni aue experience 
standing in its own right. But, at least, this first 
experience is the subject for our direct study and 
we will disc">ver- as this paper progresses our inter-
pretation of the same • His early training, the environment 
in which he lived, his mental characteristics and his 
psychic healthfUlness and sanity are categories of 
preparation for the one climactic event. 
• 
• 
C H A P T E R I I I • 
THE PSYCHOLOGIC1lli PREPARATION FOR Till~ CRISIS 
OR 
THE PRE-CRISIS PERIOD. 
Whether or not this outstanding experience cor-
responds in nature to the other visionary events which 
are of secondary importance, the fact rema ins, as ex-
pressed by many of the liberal interpreters, that there 
were some psychological preconditionings and antecedents 
of the crisis experience. His state of mind while persecuting 
tl~ Christians aids in a p ossible understanding of our 
her o's realization of the exalted Christ. His letters 
do not echo the events of the historical Jesus as do the 
records of Mark , Matthew and Luke but he has an undeniable 
assurance and knowledge of the spiritual (pneumatic) 
risen Christ, as the result of a gradual preparation 
throueh all tl1ese years.( II Cor. 4:6; Gal. 1:12; II Cor. 
5:14; II Cor. 12:1 }.· 
Paul was prepared for this realization at the 
very time he was raging against the Christians ; it 
apre ars that in the mind of this deeply religious man 
t here was a problem which h~ two poles, one the negative 
aspect of the Jewish law as it failed to give to h im 
a satisfactory religious experience, and. the other, the 
positive influence of the Christian faith which seemingly 
was satisfactory to the Christians with whom he c ame 
in contactr 
• 
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1. Negative Preparation. 
His mind was crammed with rabbinical training 
which taugp.t that the only nexus_ between man and 
Jehovah was tbe Jewish Law and the Jewish modes of 
worShip which had become the way of expressing the Law. 
The rigid Pharisaic loyalty would tolerate no other 
thought. But Paul had tried in vain to reach a satisfactory 
religious experience and life as a whole for him lacked 
that vital contact with a living personal Go d . A vital 
religious experience, a peace of mind was evidenced in 
those whom t be pe11secutor recorded as disloyal to the 
traditional faith. 
Paul belonged to the chosen people, as a son of 
Abraham, but was a victim of the technical forms of 
doctrine and dogma, consequently, he had not reached 
via an inner mystical quest a life sanctioned by a 
peace of heart and mind . He had an indisputable zeal 
for the Law (Gal. 4:4) and used it as a pos s ible 
method of seeking an adequate philosophy of life and 
living. But the spirit of the predominantly religious 
man still yearned for something more,than the rigid 
formulas of the inadequate Law. Perhaps, I should say 
that the yearning was for ttsomebody" , a peroo nal God, 
a personal IViessiah whom the laQ!T failed to completely 
reveal. His so u l was in ferment because of the workings 
• 
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of the leaven of dissatisfaction with the very law 
that he so diligently supported ~~d would have died 
to maintain. The very righteousness it advocated , 
was an ideal, impos s ible of attainment,convicting the 
follower of its precepts of sin,but not awa1cening in 
him the companion feeling of salvation. Rel:i.gion vras 
a contract rather than a contact with God. Salvation 
was bought by mechanical observances of the minute 
injuncti ons of the Law . The legal requirment produced 
no moral awa.tcening, no religious quiclcening, no spiritual 
inspiration toward the high ideal of closeness to God. 
In seeking to obtain this communion through the legal 
cod8 , the he avy yoke of law observance, the offering 
of prayer, the acts of devotion, even the activity of 
persecution did not snswer that longing of an assurance 
of confidence in God's love. The great God and Judge 
would not grant a pardon and he was doa.med to dis-
appointment. Salvation had not been reached but rather 
the external facts and external acts had brourp t only 
restless conviction to the soul of the tormented man 
which might be called sin. (Romans 7: 11-13) • 
Dr. George Stevens &t;resSESlthis negative 
~" ~eparation as the inner conflict of the Pharisee 
* "The Pauline Theology 11 Chapt er I ,pg.l3ff. 
•• 
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became self-centered and sin-centered in a hopeless 
despair caused by reflecting upon his own mental 
torment and sp ir i tu al unrest. (Romans 7: 7-2 5) • According 
to this authority there was an inner conflict with a 
resulting sense of failure and sin, which was in an 
important sense a preparation for his conversion. The 
anxiety and unrest which sprang from his unavailing 
efforts to find a sense of security and peace through 
deeds of legal obedience only deepened the yearn ing 
of his spi r itual nature,intensified the sense of his 
own ill desert before God, and thus~ negatively, at 
least, prepared his mind to welcome, if not to seek 
some new ground of hope. 
JUlicher suggests a similar preparation of the 
mental end spiritual life of Paul in his interpretation 
of PhiJ. 7:6. Instead of a proud self satisfied J·ew , 
11 Paul had already known moments when he had felt all the 
bitter pain of one sold into sin and condemnation to 
a helpless doing of evil in spite of all his love 
* for good." 
The peace seeking Paul was alive to the conclusions 
of his fate, but because of his Pharisaic obstinacy he 
determined to continually seek salvation through the 
* 11 An Introduction to the New Testament , 11 pg.35. 
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Law, through his own meri t s. He remained antagonistic 
to the religious innovations. But there co uld be only 
one ending to the struggle between religious experience 
and Jewish tr ad ition, and that was the fUll realization 
that Jesus was the Messiah. 
Certain liberal elements in Paul's culture , 
as the contact with the Greek influence and with the 
broad mind end tole rent spirit of Gamaliel (Act s 5:38-39) 
added to the already existing negative preparation. He 
had a liberal mind, a he althy mind, but in addition 
a perplexing problem, a wholesome doubt as to the 
Jewish means of faith. Thus, with a liberal tr aining 
and a d issatisfied mind as to h is religious life, 
Paul was inadvertently prepared for a break with his 
orthodox f aith. 
2. Positive Preparation. 
In h is wavering and diss atisfied mind, around 
the positive pole of thinldng, were certain elements 
of truth gleaned from his contacts with t he Christians. 
'erusalem, the city in which Paul received his training 
was tre cente r of the new movement ; and no doubt as 
he listened to the discussions of the members of the 
Sanhedrin, and the conversations of the people on the 
• 
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streets, he learned about the new prophet, their 
accepted Iv]e ssiah, the miracle worker of Na zareth. The 
imp~es s ion of the historical Jesus was given to him 
in a second hand manner by those who had seen J esus. 
Whether or not Paul came in contact with ~esus, as 
some maintain , he could not help gaining a clear 
conception of Him and His te achings through the 
Jerusalem Jews. 
As he hunted down the unorthodox Jews and sought 
to make them recant, he learned the Christian defense 
of their faith and their complete arguments. To cause 
people to be imprisoned, to scourge them in such a 
fashion as did t h is persecutor, would presup }.JOse a 
knowledge of the accusations agains t them. This 
enthusiastic youth would not have been a leader a gainst 
the hated 11 Jesus Sectu without a full understanding 
of t he reasons for such antagonism. In his efforts t~ 
crush the movement he i~uld have to listen to their 
arguments and te achings. Just as Agrippa, after listening 
to the n~r convert Paul make his Christian defense, 
said , "Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. u 
Paul was persuaded against his Oiv.n habitual modes of 
t h inking, as he debated and argued with the disloyal 
Judaizers. The very violence of his passion indicated 
• 
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that there was a mental anguish and a conflict within. 
The adversar y saw how the new f aith worked ; the 
followers of the Nazarene would suffer all manner of 
torbure and still r emain loyal to Christ. The death of 
the faithful or the unfaithful from the view poin t of 
Paul challenged the young man 's attention. 
Jttlicher suggests , u The heroism of the disciples 
of Jesus under persecution , must h ave shru{en his con -
viction, ready as he was to judge men by their fruits; 
certain scriptures to which he was refered because 
they prophesied the sufferings and de ath of the Mess iah, 
perplexed him. If t hese doubts were but of momentary 
duration, they became a tho~n in the flesh from which 
he could not escape. In hours of solitude he was tormented 
by the question,suppose he was the Messiah ? Certain 
proud words of the crucified resounded in his ears; if 
the speaker of them had been the Messiah , were not 
these words worthy to be called the words of God ? He 
ii-
prayed to God to free him from his doubts. 11 
Paul•s zealous persecutions were pos s ibly under-
t ru{ en in the hope that in st amping out vrhat seemed a 
blasphemous heresy, he might win the favor of the God 
~~- Reported by Johannes Weiss, 11 P:ul. and Jesus , " pg. 35. 
'l'ranslated from JUlicher. 
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of their Fathers who would give to him ,"the peace 
that passeth all understanding." His mind wavered ,the 
inward struggle increased while he learned about Jesus 
causally in conversation, also, from the arguments of 
the persecuted Christians and especially the living 
arguments of these people, that is, their courage, 
peace and sense of triumph in the face of death and 
violent punishment. Hence , the mind of Paul was in 
a debate while his hands were staind with biLo.o.dl.. 
uThe question was forced upon him , whether 
a faith that led men to face martyrdom with such heroism 
.;(-
could be based on a mere delusion or impious deceit." 
Paul might have stood out against the verbal 
arGUments of the ~hristians but their defense of active 
faith and certitude could not but help to touch a responsive 
chord in the heart of the zealous Pharisee. 'The 
suffering of Christ as related to their suffering even 
in a vicarious manner gave uhe new sect a constant 
power. They had a source of power that set h im 
wondering , as he compared his religious experience 
with the external manifestations of theirs • 
*Pfleiderer, Otto, "Primitive Christia nity ,nvol. I, 
pg. 89. 
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All the passion of youth entered into a conflict 
against t he unholy band. He was a knight going forth 
on a sacred crusade r eady to murder and persecute. 
The power of the Christian characters reacted upon 
him as they radiated brotherly love, gentleness and 
the1r unerring devotion to their new ideals found i n 
this one Man. The soldier of the sw0rd became a soldier 
of the Cross. 
The Ghristian sect was as active as their fellow 
coun trymen in giv i ng expression to their piety. They 
were in the temple d a ily for prayers (Acts 2: 46) but 
for prayers direct to God; thEW observed the festivals . 
with a ne w import (Acts 2:1); and t hey prayed at the 
appointed hours (Acts 3:1); but they preached ~esus 
continually (Acts 22:12). In short they ware like 
Ananias of Damascus who counseled Paul after his 
conversion , 11 a devout man according to the Law, well 
reported by all the Jews that dwelt there.u(Acts 22:12). 
In the language of tl1e Hebtlew scriptures Paul's 
soul was, "athirst for God. 11 He was on a hopeless quest 
unless the Christians held an underlying secret which 
h ad been manifest in their peace,pbwer, faith, and 
assurru~ce of forgiveness. Moreover, this was the same 
• 
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peace of mind that he had been seeking through the 
rigid laws of ritual and devotion to religious works • 
He , no doubt, had a longing for some of this compelling 
power that was evident in the disciples of the crucified 
One. 
Those of the Tubingen school , Baur, Strauss, Holsten, 
and ,later, Pfleiderer allow for a psycholo gical pre-
paration for the Damascus experience. According to the 
last named authority, the turning point was the result 
of increasing dissatisfaction with himself and the 
deepening impression concerning the truth of Uhristi anity. 
But the processes center around these problems :-
(1) the Pharisaic e xpe ctat ion of a Messiah, (2) the 
law as powerless to secure a righteous peopl(3, •· \3) 
and the confident assertion of the Ghristians in regard 
to the objective resurrection of Jesus. 
The Iviessiah of Israe l was to come in a gloriOl:l.S 
fashion brine;ing prospe i'i ty to the chosen people. Yet , 
it is possible that Paul brooding over the question as 
to the qualifications of the chosen peop :'e could not 
but conclude, even though a zealous patriot, that the 
righteousness of lsrael could not fill the requir·emeht s 
of a God-chosen people. Israel needed purification 
• 
from her many sins. Thinking upon this fact coupled 
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with the Christians • claim of their Jesus Messiah would 
at least thr ust an entering wedge of doubt, a. 11 goad 11 , 
a 11 pricl{11 into the mind of Paul. 
But above all the arguments pro and con, the 
Christian faith , the fact of what it did for its 
believers presse d that wedge more deeply into Paul's 
mind and split widely the sense of traditional narrow-
ness of the Pharisee. Longing for peace himself, he 
saw the s e tormented souls possessed of such fortitude 
as to make an impression upon the mind of an honest 
man , be he their worst enemy. At any rate the way in 
which Stephen died could not but raise a question 
in the mind of Paul , as to whether the eric ifi ed Jesus 
could be after all, in the li r,ht of' what it enabled his 
follower r; to do, the exalted Me ssiah ; could it b e 
possible that a loyal son of the Law was mistaken 
and that ri@1t was on the side of the Christians ? 
Stephe n typified the Chr istian movement and 
being a leader of the same his martyrdom made a 
special imprint upon the mind of the question ing Paul. 
Th ere is little evi de nce to indicate that Paul wi t nessed 
the crucifixion of Jesus who had the words of forgive-
ness upon his lips; but he did see the stoning of 
Stephen and witnessed the ma rtyr's for giveness of the 
infuriated r:1ob . (Acts 7: 2ff). No doubt a l e ader of the 
• 
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anti-Christian movement would be conspicuous at 
the death sc e ne of this martyr , in fact, Luke 
reports that the persecutor consented to Stephen 1 s 
de ath while the excuti oners laid down tl~ir clothes 
at the feet of the chief witness. (Ac t s 7!54-8:1). 
What was the mental attitude of Paul 
during th e se persecutions, especially during the ston-
ing of Stephen, tre Christian leader who faced death 
so calmly ? Clarence D. Royse suggests that it was not 
the remorse for the de a th of Stephen which played a 
grea t part in motivating the crisis; Paul did not brood 
over the sin of putting a man to death but r ·ther he 
was infuriated like a tie;er s melling fresh blood. 
His emotional life took the helm, he searches out all 
the Chr•istians to be found in Jerusalem, his fury 
gather momentum, he moves on to :[;oreign. cities to 
exterminate the members of the hated cult. 1 here is 
-)(-
no c onsciou s weakening until the crisis • 
Th is interpretation does not prohibit the 
probability of a &lbconscious ,subliminal preparation 
or unconscious incubation as all these problems mentioned 
above bombarded his consciousness, and then these 
experie nces as memories sink into the lovrer levels 
of conscious activity only to be aroused at one 
"lightning flash moment " when the uprush of the 
-lZ. "The Psychology of Paul's Conversion, n American Journal 
of Religious Psychology and Education, Vol.I,pg.l44ff. 
1904-05. 
• 
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subconscious comes again i n to the clear l~ght of 
consciousness. "It is easier for hate to metainorphose 
itself than for a vacillating inclination to come 
* to a final resolve." Suddenly, Paul 1not being 
aware of a transition s'):.age, while still a persecutor 
traveling on the road +t -o.'Wl ard :Oamascus his next objecthe, 
knew that something happened within, a s the deepe r 
reasonings stra ined by his emotional impulsiveness 
broke into the white light of his consciousness. Paul 
neve r arrived in Damascus as a persecutor of t he f ol-
lowers of the Christ Mes s iah. Unconsci ously he had 
been prepared for this moment by a long process of 
psychologioi preconditioning. 
Thus, there was a logical pr eparation in the 
life of the Chri ~; tian antagonist for this one culminating 
event or crisis. This st ate of mind and the psycholo gical 
antecedents give evidence of this em::perience belonging 
to t he classical threefold psycholo gical pattern of 
conversion which has the following divisions :-
Xl} the pre-crisis period of unrest,self-examination, 
perplexity,uneasiness, anxiety,uncert a inty,questionings 
which lead to a final conviction; all these are descriptive 
of Paul's deepest emotional life of dissat i sfaction 
~~ Weizstrclt:er, ~arl Von, " The Apostolic a Age of the 
Christian Church, 11 pg.89. 
• 
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wh ich was often mingled V'rith conscious debates 
within h imself as to his religious attitudes, 
his fury giving evidence in an emotional way to 
the conflict within; (2) the climactic crisis or 
stidden change in character ;(3) and finally the 
?~ post-crisis feeling of assurance,pe ace and joy. 
3. Summary of Pre-crisis Period. 
We have been studying the pre-crisis period of 
Paul from the psychological point of view. We have 
s ;_·en him negatively prepared. Steven's suggests a 
"fruitless struggle 11 was going on within the soul 
of Paul. He \'las negatively prepared for his new 
g~und of hope. The inner conflict was mainly self-
centered 8Ild led to a final conviction and impossible 
dissatisfa ction. As a PharisEe of the Pharisees, he 
was a strict observer of the trad itional Law. The 
mechanical observances only led him f u rthe r and 
further aw a y from God. Paul bec ame a 11 sick soul" 
~~~} 
in the psychologic a l parlance of James , an 
unhappy ,divided self ,or as Hoffding would say u a 
*7'"* d i s cordant self. 11 
~~ See; -Starbuclc, uThe Psychology of Religion, upg. 58ff • 
Striclcland , "The Psychology of Religious Experience," 
pg. 112ff. 
~H~ "Varieties of Religious Experie nce, 11 pg.l27ff and pg.l66. 
~HH(- nPhilosophy of Reli g i on," pg.284-288. 
• 
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Paul never could be happy as a divided self and 
the Law failed to offer the desired satisfaction • 
11 To so ardent a spirit as his (Paul's) Jesus was 
absolutely right or absolutely wrong, and there was 
no middle way . Either the believers must be rooted 
out , or he mus t join their renlrs.u?E- Tliis was 
characteristic of the emotiot).al Paul who could find 
onl .Y dissat isfaction in the old forms. 
At the s ame time a positive prepar ation was 
going on in the mi nd of Paul. Pfleiderer defends 
vi gorously and with the usual one-sidedness Paul's 
positive familiarity with the Christian beliefs 
about Jesus. He learned about Jesus through the 
conversations with hi s followers, as he persecuted 
the hated J-esus sect, he noted their arguments and 
their unswerving faith and loyalty to their new 
found Master. The comparison of thei r reli gious peace 
and satisfaction with hi s own caused h im to doubt the 
advant ages of h is f a ith. Kt-::' t i mes, he debated , the debate 
of a wave r ing and uncert ain mind . He listened to the 
cl aims for Christ. He came in contact again and 
again with the fine points of the new relig i on and 
their fortitude in the face of persecution. Their 
new faith worked . They seemed willing to be persecuted 
* Foake s-J ackson ,F. J., 11 The Life of Saint Paul, n pg.80. 
• 
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to be thrown into prison, to be stigmatized, to 
suffer in defence of their new Messiah • 
The problem became more accute in the mind of 
the youth as he vr i tne ssed the death of Stephen, a 
man who prayed for those casting the stones. The 
persecutor l~d come to scoff---but something subtle 
was happening, as memory after memory liKe this was 
laid away in the vast store box called t~~ subconscious. 
The Christians had set the leaven to work in Paul 1 s active 
subliminal mind, and it was soon to rise into 
conscious areas. 
Here was a man of fine religious sens ibilities, 
a religious soul vii thout a vit al religious experience. 
Thus, a victim of technical forms of do ctrine and dogma 
failed in his quest after a li f e s Gnctioned by an inner 
peace manifest in the lives of those who ac cepted 
Jesus as their Messiah. He as a Pharisee had e xpected 
a Messiah,but it was no t clear to him that the Jesus 
of history and the spiritual lviess i ah were one and the 
same ~erso~) as the Christians believed.(Romans 10:5ff). 
11 Everything,life, death, salve.tion, or ruin, depended 
on the one question, whether· - the crucified Lord had 
been in reality exalted by God to the celestial Messiah."* 
.;~. Pfleiderer, 11 The Influence of the Apostle Paul , 11 
pg. 34. 
• 
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Finally, after all this preparation, the 
crisis came, the decisive moment arrived. Paul 
11 saw" the risen Christ in wch a way as to assure 
him that He was the Messiah. The day of Damascus 
marks the turning point in the lif e of Paul. Something 
happened at this time, this crucial moment which caused 
the energetic persecutor to about face in his beliefs 
and proclai m: the gospel of those he had previously 
tormented and tortured. In some manner thts young 
theologian of t he orthodox Pharisaic faith received 
the pmver to 11 ma1ce a new heaven and a new e arth. 11 
In orde r to understand fully the whole 
ex1~rience, the preparation in the relationship to 
the turning point, it is necessary to make a study 
of the sources and the recorded . stories as to this 
'seeing" of Chr i st • 
CHAPTER I V • 
THE SOURCE :MATERIAL AND RECORDS OF THE 
CONVERSION. 
The facts bearing upon the immediate Damascus 
road event ·are recorded three times in the book of 
Acts. Luke the biographer reports it from his point 
of view in Acts 9:1-16 which according to Baur stresses 
the externalities of the event,while it is reported 
from two of Paul's speeches stbessing the subjective 
material. In Acts 22:4-16 is found the recorded speech 
before the peo ple of Jerusalem~ in Acts 26:9-18 is 
the record of his speech before Herod Agrippa II and 
Festus at Caesarea. Besides thePe are various aspects 
of the experience indirectly sugcested in some of 
Paul 1 s letters to the churches which he established 
and visited . These are not given as detailed reports 
but rather as glimpses of the unique experience and 
are often construed so as to fit the mode of the 
author's interpretation. 
This is a personal experience and there 
can be only one source, and that is Paul himself. 
IH tbe Acts story or stories · , the telling of the 
tale is the main object while in the letters, later, 
Paul tells :. the story always in relation to some 
• 
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main subject. 
Galatians I gives a very important and instructive 
statem3nt of the event; It took place near Darnascus(l7), 
and was preceded by an active persecution of the Church 
(13-15).The change was marked by a revelation of Ghrist 
to Paul (15-16). Paul left fo r Arabia (16,17), thence 
to Syria and Cilicia (20,21). The central fact of the 
event according to this report was the revelati on of 
the r i sen Lord. The~e is no suggestion of factual 
miraculous phenomena. 
I Corinthians 9:1 seemingly refers to the 
same story of"seeing the Lord", which is use d const ant ly 
as his argument for Apostolic membership. 
I Co r inthians 15,; -8 find 9, " And last of all he 
was seen of me, also," th u s, he argues to prove the 
fact of the resurrection ,confirming the scriptural 
te ach i ngs. 
These three references are all interre l ated in 
that their ore t h esis is that , becaus e Paul saw Jesus, 
He was risen from the grave, as a spi r itua l re ality. 
But incident a lly, some of t he conversion det ails are 
II Co r inth ians 4:6 ,"For God hath shined in our 
hearts, to give t he light of the knowl edge of the glory 
of God in t he face of Jesus Christ, 11 which is s till 
anothe r version of the s tory. The experie nce was one 
of light and glory. 
• 
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Philippians 3:4-7, I Timothy 1:12-13 point out the 
me rcy of Chr ist wh ich s aved him in spite of his 
periods of pe r secution previous to his enlightenment. 
It was primarily a spi r itual experience as these 
references indicate, in fact, all the direct and in-
dire ct references in t h e epistles tend to indicate that 
the ex~erience was sub jective. 
Just because the Acts accounts give the 
physic a l concomit ru1t s accompaning the conversion 
does uot lessen their histo r ical value. However, a 
reading of t hese three re ports reve al so me minute 
v erb al co ntradictions. Lw{e alone mentions the t h ree 
day blindness (Ac ~.s 9 :7), the scales f alling fro m his 
eyes (9:18)1 the vision of An anias (9:10), the v ision 
of Paul co ncerning Ananias ( 9:12) , Ananias l aying hands 
on Paul and f illing him with the Holy Spirit (9:17 & 19). 
Paul in h is v arious speeche s concerning the 
affair states that it was noon ti me (Act s 22:6 ;26: 13), 
there wa s a great li r,ht (22:6 and 13) the li ght fell 
about all of them (2 6 :13), tt I P.Jn :Jesus Chri s t of 
Nazareth "we r e audi able words (22:8), and all fell 
to the ground ( 26:14) • 
In some . points Luke and Paul do not agree :-
Lulm, 11 all stood11 (9:11) ; Paul , 11 All fell 11 (26:14); 
all hear·d the voice (9 :7); ttThey he ard it not" (22:9). 
Even Paul's own accounts vary , accord ing to 26:16, the 
• 
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commission was received at the time of the conversion 
while 22:14 maintains that the commission came later 
at the hands of Ananias . The audible voice carr ies a 
differently worded message in each of the records. 
But it mu st be remembered that the story deals only 
with the general manner of the conversion and not 
the undeniable fact. 
The kerne l of the report resolve s into these 
fUndamental facts :- There was an ove~Thelming blinding 
light, Paul saw Jesus, He talked with him, persecutor 
was moving toward Damascus, he talked with Ananias at 
Damascus, he was baptized and received a divine commission. 
It is not clear what h appened to his companions and 
t h is is inconsequential. But something did happen to 
Paul. 
The differences in the minute details of the 
re ports are accounted for in various manners. Members 
of the Germanic Histo r ical school trace the difference 
to the variety of sources. Baur indicates that Luke 
gives the legendary reports which emphasize the 
external details of the event while Paul true to his 
experience gives a picture of the event as a vital 
subjective experience . M. Zeller jus t calls it plain 
literary c aprice. There is no denial of the fact that 
Paul is the original source , He might t ell and retell 
this experience so often emphasizing the main facts, 
that the secondary det ails became uncert a in and carelessly 
• 
retold , Sabatier mentions that 11 t hey are 
descrepancies of precisely the sort that one f inds 
existing in the most f a ithf)Jl repetition of the 
7~ 
s ame narrative." Ttli s is no doubt the most plausible 
explanation , since Paul relates the experience many 
times and it never as s umes a stereotyped form. More-
over conside rable time has elapsed since the event 
took place. 
ViL'e:izsi!&l~er echoes t his truth , suggesting t h at 
the incidents are pres ented after a series of years, 
memory retains that which is striking and essential 
while subord inate details become fainter in time, 
especially is. this true in respect to decisive moments; 
engrossed in the present , the past was lost. ~Hz-
The story is told and retold in such a manner 
as to convey a cert a in impr ession, rather than to 
express the same didactic st a tements. In the picture 
language of the Oriental indicative of his fertile 
i magination , he tells of the crisis . It was as i f , 
as though , the person of the Christ stood before him. 
Paul even projects his feelings of overw"1'1elmingness 
into the experience of his companions. 
Having considered Paul ' s pr•eparation for 
the event, his reports of the same, we move on to 
an actual interpretation of the crisis. 
~~ Sabatier , "The Apostle Paul, u pg. 85. 
-:H~ See W(l!::fzs~cker , "The Apostolic Age of the Christian 
Church , u pg. 84. 
• 
CHAPTER V. 
THE INTERPHETATIONS OF THE CRISIS. 
1. The Literal Interpr•etation • 
If one would insist upon the literal interpretation 
of the experience, he would d ig fOr himself a pit 
out of which he could only be drawn by the rope of more 
liberal thought• Although , this position is not 
without defendants. 
All the physical phenomena according to the 
literalist actually took place. Jesus appeared in 
a t an gible form before the physical eye; he spoke 
with an audible voice; there was a gre ::.t light, 
perhaps lightning (David Smith) and actual physical 
blindness of the one convert ed. 
Paul the persecutor in his haste and passion chose 
the shortest route to the city of Damascus where he 
was expected to mal~e felt his arm of religious oppression. 
The mos t frequented route ran strai ght to She chem, hhen 
to the East by the shore of Galilee toward the old 
historical city where the East and West met. Probably, 
he was entering the city from the South, having noted 
the spread of the hated faith in the Samaritan:: 
villages. Paul and his companions, those who took 
care of the camping equipment were tired, weary, and suffering 
• 
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with t ·he heat of the day. They may have been on horses 
or asses (Felton) or walking (Racham) . Suddenly a li ght 
bri ghter than the noon day sun shone round about Paul, 
(Acts 26); some put a thunder storm into the scene with 
lightning; others have the eastern sun at its h i ghest 
and brightest which because of the heat cause s all the 
co mpany or just Paul to f all to the ground . Jesus stood 
before them in a brightness beyond all natural light. 
Paul heard the voice, the others heard but ddd not 
unde rstand . Paul answered ," Lord 11 because of the 
reverent and awe struck feeling which pervaded his 
whole being. 
His eyes closed mechanically as he fell, 
ove~vhelmed by the dazzling brightness of the light, 
and the physical risen Christ which stood before him. 
Felton suggests that the blindness was the clearest 
proof that the appearance vouchsafed to him had been 
a reality. Tids blindness was c aused by an actual 
scaly substance over the eyes, caused by the great 
brightness , suggests Blass. 
We wonder when such a tale is repe a ted as 
actual that the remainder of t he company W:S:S' '3 not 
blinded• Why did they not understand the voice or 
see the Christ ? Why did not the physical phenomena have 
a psychical effect upon them ? Only Paul was conver ted. 
• 
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Do such materialistic happenings have such a 
striking psychical effect ? Inner religious experiences 
generally happen in other ways. 
These minute details are not to be taken too 
literally in order to prove the truth of the story. 
Indeed , if we must needs take Paul literally everyv1here 
we shall soon find ourselves in such an ove~vhelming 
welter of pa radoxes that we shall need a literal 
suit of armor (Ephesians s:l0-18) in order to protect 
ourselves from the shov'ler of amuni ti on we have brought 
down on our ov1n heads . 
2. The Visionary Hypothesis. 
But Paul "saw" Jesus during the crisis experience 
on the road to Damascus. And since this was not due 
to light waves or sound waves acting upon the 
c~rresponding nervous end organs , many have concluded 
that this was a vision of the type classified as a 
subjective hallucination. No exposure atr the camera 
could have taken the picture, no microphone could 
have picked up the voice. 
Weinel describes Paul 1 s seeing as "visionary 
sight • 11 Men see in two ways , the one rests on a 
retina picture transmitted physically from without , 
the latter on retina pictures communicated from 
wi thin during states of extreme psychical emotion. 
• 
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Zahn adds ( as reported by J. Weiss*) , uwhat 
Paul saw was not the effect of an impression produced 
by an object external to his observation, the picture 
formed upon his retina was evolmd by mental excitement, 
and the several features of the picture were the ex-
pressions of ideas which had long been harbored by the 
observer, the ~onsequences of a great mental upheaval 
was to bring t hese ideas into a new combination, so 
that they formed plastic and re alistic material for 
a convincing picture." 
Lil{:ewise, Dr. W. Wrede upholds the visionary 
hypothesis , u V"isions are events that take place with-
in the human soul , and are products of the human soul, 
even though the visionary may have no other thought 
but t hat his eye received pictures and his ear tones 
** from without. 11 Thus, the subjective visions appear 
real to the subject. 
Pfleiderer describes the crisis event as a 
visionary perception, basing his argument upon II Corinth-
ians 4:6, 11 Seeing it is God, that said, Light ;:·hall 
shine out of darkness, who shined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face ' of Jesus Christ. 11 The author emphasizes 
* "Paul and Jesus, u pg. 29. 
uPaul " 
' 
pg. s. 
• 
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the great light and glory , 11 He saw only an 
indefinite splendour which he took to be the 
appearance of Christ ••••• And , as often happens 
in psychical conditions of this kind , an impression 
upon the auditory nerves is combined with the visual. 
Paul may well have heard at the same moment i n which 
he saw the appearance of light , a voice which was in 
essence nothing else than the accusing voice of his 
own conscience which he involuntarj.ly objectified as 
the voice of Christ, calling to him from without , 
from above. n* 
again, the same author states , 11 It seems to 
me that we are in a position to perceive fUlly the 
mental condition and circumstances from which the 
vision of Paul can be psychologically explained; 
an excitable, nervous, temperament, a soul which had 
been violently agitated and torn by the most terrible 
doubt; a most vivid phantasy occupied with the awful 
scenes of persecution on the one hand and on the other 
by the ideal image of the celestial Christ; in additio~, 
the nearness of Damascus with the urgency of a d ecision, 
the lonely stillness, the scorching blinding heat of 
the desert • • • In fact every thing combined to produce 
one of those ecstatic states in which the soul believes 
~c- "Primitive Christianity , 11 Vol. I , pg. 92. 
• 
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that it see s those images and conceptions which 
profoundly agitate it, as if they were phenomena 
* proceeding from the outward world. 11 
Those who uphold this theory believe that the 
mental characteristics of Paul were conducive to 
such subjective visions. There is the prerequisit e 
of a highly emotional character manifest in h is 
active, energetic and pas s ionate persecutiou. He was 
devoted entirely to the caus e which he championed. 
Such experiences are not the marks of a weak or 
meager intellec t u al! ty b ecause history record s visions 
on the part of Savonarola, Socrates, Luther, Augu s t ine, 
St. Fr ancis and many others. 11 A s t rong intellec t h e lps 
rather than hinders the hallucination , if the emotional 
life or nature be present bec ause of the power t o 
~i-.;{· 
concentrate thought or to exclude irrelevant mat ter." 
The positive intellect of Paul was focused 
upon one problem, until t his vision became a cert ainty. 
In the strict psychological sense t his hallucination 
means simply a mental impression without an object i ve 
stimulus.The psycholo gical laws operated as the result 
of na tural sequences • 
-lt- Pfleiderer , Otto, "Lectures on the Influence of the 
Apostle Paul on the Development of Christianity,"pg.43. 
*~< Royse, Clar ence D. , "The Psycholo gy of Paul's 
Conversion," The American Journal of Religious Psycholo gy 
and Education, pg. 149 of Vol. I , 1904-05. 
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Advocates of this theory endeavor to show that 
Paul's ment ality was such as to permit an hallucination 
because there are other recorded visionary experiences, 
at Jerusalem, Troas and Corinth . (II Cor.l2:1 ; Acts 18:9 ; 
16!9 ; 27:23 and Gal. 11:2). These are evidence s of 
his natural trend toward ecstacy and the speaking with 
tongues , the charismata,indicates a temperament easily 
subjected to highly emotional disturbances. (I Cor. 14:18; 
Gal 2:2; II Cor. 12:1-9~) 
The experiences are on par with the Damascus 
road event according to Weinel , " We should recognize 
the fact that Paul 'reckoned being caught up in the 
heavens 1 (II Cor. 12:2) as one of the supreme experiences, 
that he uses the identical expressions about it and 
treats it with the same entire faith in its objec tive 
reality as he uses with regard to the Damascus scene .n-lt-
All his experiences become then interpreted 
plainly as visionary ecstatic mystic a l experiences, 
which are thoroughly convincing to Paul , in fact , his 
actions are governed by them in the supreme crisis of 
his life. 
~Aoreover, this school argues (Julicher pg. 36ff) 
() 
that there was a psycholo gical preparation for t Lis 
subjective illusion. The psychological ttstuff 11 for 
the picture image was pre sent, as suggested by the 
pre-crisis preparat ion. As a student he had studied 
the Old 'restament which reveals the miraculous acts 
*St. Paul, the Man and His Work," pg.79. 
• 
-61-
of God, as he spoke to Abraham, to Moses through the 
flaming bush and the chosen people were led by a 
pillar of fire and cloud. Stephen's arguments were 
rather picturesque (Acts 7) and his "angel facen left 
an impression upon Paul. The material that visi nns 
and dreams are made of were active in the subliminal, 
lying th the area of forgotten facts. No experience 
~-is ever lost. In the vast store bo x of memory~ found 
the elements of t h e hallucination , the acceptance 
of the miraculous callings, and the glory and t h e 
f ace of the dying Stephen viho 11 be ing full of the Holy 
Spirit looked up ste adfastly into he aven, and saw the 
glory of God , and Jesus st B.nding on the right h and of 
God." (Acts 7:5,6). The background of the vision and 
call was made up of impressions that had been lying 
dormant for some time as i ndefinite half-thoughts , 
while the immediate event of Stephen's vision and 
de a th afforded the other necessary mnte r ial for an 
hallucination of glory, li ght and the close relationship 
of Jesus to God. 
During the solitude of the journey, the 
quietude of the noon hour, a sudden shock of disturbance, 
of reverie ,of wandering t hought completed the link in 
the chain of causes and acted as the immed iat·e 2 me an s 
of ~ rcipi tati ng t h is mental delusion. The inbeed antagonism 
toward Christ caused a blindness of ~ount~ passion. 
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The protagonists of this school believe that 
a vision was possible under the regular operating laws 
of psychology and aa we have shown their three arguments 
are , (1) the mental make-up of Paul , (2) the normality 
of h is other vis h 1nary e x periences of which this is 
the first , (3) and the i mmediate psychological elements 
for a picture i mage were present. 
3. The Arguments Against the Visionary Theory. 
It is a common belief among the most recent scholars 
t hat the pre-crisis period hf this conversion experience 
was marked by a psycholo g ical preparation but the 
difference in their interpretations lie in an adequate 
explanation of the crisis, the focal-point Of the 
experience which may not have been a self-generated 
vision. The three suggested arguments of the visionary 
hypothesis school may be answered by arguments from 
another group of authorities WeizsMcker , J. ~~-eiss, 
Stevens, Sabatier and others with the followin g sug-
gestions :w (1) the intellectual integ~~ty of Paul 
forbids an hallucination , (2) his visionary experiences 
are not on the same basis a s this vital character change, 
(3) the elements for a visionary image picture are not 
present--these are coupled with other positive arguments. 
The logic al reasoni ng of Paul in the formations 
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of his intricate theological doctrines indicat-es 
a man of intellectual inte [!,ri ty whi le at the same 
time he is hi ghly emotional and nervous. But 
nervo u sne s s is not a diseas e unless wrongly used. 
His enthusiasm was dire cted by sane thinking and 
reasoning . 
It is not probable that a man though a rational 
mystic would base the whole proof of his apostolic 
authority and his systematic theology upon a subjective 
abnormality , the worlc of unhealthy cerebr a l activity, 
"auto-ouggestion" or 11 p·s ycho-sensorial 11 hallucinations. 
The basis was not ep ilepsy or a sun stroke. liertainly, 
we are not dealing witp an unbalanced mind. The dignity 
of the event in the life of the 11 uni versi ty 11 trained 
man pre elu des any abnormality . Ee , as a normal and 
sane man , tells of his experience in picture language 
because of the inadequate vocabulary to express the 
meaning of the overvrhelming dec is ion. 
The later visions mi ght have been builded from 
psycholo gical el ements , imaginati vc picturings, as 
these emotional disturbanc e s of a mystical man took 
place five or six years aft er the conversion. The 
visions (II Cor. 12:1-9) are never previously revealed 
or rel ated ; the veil over the mysteries of his spiritual 
life is lifted but for a moment. These ecstatic visions 
of his emotional and religious life do not belong to 
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his ministrJr of public affairs but rather belong to 
his private devotional life.(!! Cor. 5:13). But he 
uses again and again the evidence of his conversion 
as the basis for his arguments to prove his apostolic 
relationships. It becomes a substantial and continual 
theme of his preaching and te aching. 
There was just one vital personal change in 
which the glory of the risen Lord was understood for 
the first time. His grea.t experience was a matter of 
knowing Christ on this e arth while the later visions 
are more or less 11 hes.venly." Thus, the exegetical 
arguments which make the conversion the f irst in a 
series of ecstatic visions are rather disturbed . 
Johannes Weiss bas§s his refutation of the 
visionary argument upon the thesis that Paul could 
not have had the psychological elements out of which 
to build a mental composite picture of Christ. He ar~1es 
that there mus t have been in the mind of Paul more than 
an. ou.tline of the figure of Christ. Colour and featurc)S 
would be necessary to complete an hallucination. But 
Paul only had ideas about the personality of Christ 
and not the physical Christ. It was the pneumatic 
spiritual Jesus with whom Paul became acquainted ; 
he identified Him with the Spirit. (II Cor. 3:17). 
~. 
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The men of the e arly church who accordi ng to 
reports experience d visions li '. ed in an environment 
whihh furnished the materials for a realistic pre-
sentation to the mind in outline , form and colour, 
as they came in contact continually with the ec-
clesi as tical art and literature. It vras only necessary 
for extreme emotional excitement to formulate these 
elements into picture language descriptive of a 
myst ical moment r athe r than relating the exact 
cdetails of a vision. 
Is it pos s ible that the ds scription g iven l 
of Christ could have been vivid enough to produce 
mental images, a picture of Jesus of such vivid reality 
and conv i ncing power as to break down the passionate 
fanataci sm of Paul and make for a positive Christ·fl.an 
career ? "Could a vision caused by indirect trans-
mission of the concept of Jesus cause such an upheaval ?* 
We note that Paul traveled on to Damascus to 
find the sympathetic Christ ian Ananias who unde rstood 
the disturbance going on within the soul of this man. 
Paul spent some time in meditation and solitude which 
indicates that after the decisive moment the full 
import of his mission came as the result .of further 
reflection. (Acts 9:30 ; Gal.l:l7-21) • 
.;~ Weiss, J., "Paul and Jesus, 11 pg. 37. 
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J. iJeiss sugr;ests a unique interpretation , that 
there was no form of Christ present but only the voice 
spoke clearly to Paul. This voice calling , 11 ! am 
Jesus who thou persecutest 11 given as common ma.terial 
in the three accounts of Acts 9:5 ; 21:7 ; 26:14 • 
11 Faul saw no fi gure but only heard the voice. u?:- This 
evades the question and replaces the visionary 
hallucination with an auditory experience without 
the necessary external stimuli. There must be some 
explanation of this conversion experience that will 
npt call in abnormal and doubtful psycholo gic~1l 
catagories of explanation,as this theory attempts 
to do. The visionary hypothesis is possible , as 
we h ave pointed out, but hardly probable. 
4. The Long Maturing Process Theory. 
It is entirely possible that the conversion crisis 
might ·be placed on a higher planee: in the realm of 
psychological interpretation, one that is more readily 
acceptable to the scientific twentieth-century. It is 
not a new interpretation but rather more completely 
understood in the light of the mod e rn psychological 
study of the unconscious or the subconscious which 
can be used as conceptual factors of explanation in 
the interpretaticn of this episode. This is a hypothetical 
-l!- Weiss J.," Paul and Jesus," pg. 41. 
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construct , a logical entity for use in psychological 
explanation , just as the atom is a conceptual factor 
in chemistry and either waves in physics . 
Most of the mod rn psycholo gical authorities 
now make room for the subconscious activities in 
relation to conversion. Starbuck SaYS , 11 There are 
evidences of the presence of both conscious self-
direction and automism in conversion . "* As I lla ve 
intimated 1 Paul .. was both consciously and unconsciously 
prepared, though in h is case the conscious elements 
were i~nediately submerged into the subconscious . 
11 In conversion the conscious and the uncons cious 
forces rarely exist s~:pa.rately but usually together 
and inter act on each other . n ** 11 Wi thout exception, 
the cases studied (by Starbuck) no matter how 
suddenly the new life bursts . forth, have antecedents 
in thought and action that appear to lead up 
directly to the phenomena of conversion. u?HH!-
The antecedents of the crisis are below the 
threshold. of consciousness . The spontaneous awakeni.ng 
being the fructification of that which has been 
ripened in the subliminal consciousness. To the mind 
of James the crisis type of conversio n is 
* "The Psychology of Religion , 11 pg. 101 . 
** Ibid, pg . 105 . 
~HH~ Ibid , pg . 105 . 
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"remarkably illustrative of subconscious maturing 
processes eventuating in the results of which we 
suddenly grow conscious . tt~l- Selbie gives h i s statement, 
"When it appears to be sudden and shows itself as 
an unexpected d ecision to follow a cert a in line of 
conduct, or abandon certain practices which are 
habitual , what re ally happens is that this comes 
about as the r.as:UJ:.t of a process of incubation in 
which cert a i n psychic forces which suddenly manifest 
themselves have long been matur·ing and gathering 
strength. 11 
Others would picture the phenomenon as a 
movement O$ s ome new psychic s l forces or energies 
toward the new center of personality, the new habitual 
center, previously peripheral in the f r inge of 
consciousness, and the counter movement of the old 
mode of thinking toward the mar gin . This is another 
symbolic way of picturing the same me.ntal .·. ~ . and 
emotional reorganizations. 
The new li ght, the decisive moment, the sudden 
revelation of the truth, the vanish of old prejudices , 
the loss of fear, the new attitude of life was the 
culmination of a long process of mental incubation 
on the part of Paul. The mind had carried on its work 
* "Variet ies of Religious Experience," pg.207. 
·:H:- uThe Psycholo gy of Religion , n pg . 105. 
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below the threshold of consciousness. As h e 
persecuted the Christians in furious hype rbol i cal 
hostility , ther·e was a W8_rfare of thought within 
his mind. On this basis we can understand the fury 
of his attacks as he ar~1ed with himself in an 
indecisive mood. "He must have been half-pers u aded 
and have· plundged i nto the task of persecution 
* vri th forced zeal and an uneasy conscience." 
There was a psyc~logical precondition ing, 
11 a form of consciousness, a menta l struggle, 
issuing from doubt to clearness, from indeci s ion 
and uncert a inty to a definite resolution. n-:H!o 
11 The fi gure of Jesus was so convincingly 
apparent through the lives and characters of h is 
adherents that Paul's power of resistence eventually 
grew wearied and mentally he was more prepared for 
-iE-·li-* 
an ultimate change than he himself realized." 
The pre-crisis antecedents that h ave been 
fully described, his own religious dissatisfaction, 
his knowledge of Jesus through the arguments of 
the Chr istians, their faith and satisfaction, their 
willingness for martyrdom, the unri ghteousness of 
itchosen people .. , h i s lone;ing for a Mess iah had 
~~·Weiss , Johannes , "~aul and Jesus,'' pg.35. 
**Pfleiderer , "Primitive Christianity," pg.87. 
*-lH~ Weiss, J., "Paul and Jesus, u pg . 37. 
....  
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prepared him unconsciou$ly for the one decisive 
moment. This period Of uncert a inty, depression , 
doubt and mental indecisioncc~Ol:lld but lead to the 
conclusion that every step taken in the old religious 
pathv1ay led him still further and further awe.y from 
God, rather than toward the desired goal of peace 
and harmony. 
A change was gradually brought about as he 
reflected upon the ar~1ments of the Christians 
whp upheld Jesus as the Messiah and as he absorbed 
i 
the moral impression of Stephen s lan~1age and 
death. But the consummation of this long pet4od 
of preparation came in a sudden fashion. The 
answer flashed into his consciousness fully made 
after he had spent all this time searching for a 
solution to h is reli gious. riddle . The answe r to 
his problem had become "jamrned",as James calls it, 
nand pressure in that direction only lmpt it from 
rising.n Eventually, it came sauntering into his 
mind as carelessly as if it had never been invited. 
There was no conscious effort on the part of Paul 
but with a cert ain suddeness the beliefs of the 
new faith overwhelmed him. ~Vhat he saw and what he 
heard was simply the expression of a new certa inty 
in the new and startling truths which rushed into 
his consciou sness in such a way as to reorganize 
' 
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his whole attitude toward life. 
One fact pres ented itself to his mind , as he 
t hought upon the cruci: ied One and as he fou ght 
the new interpretation of this Man , that the historical 
Jesus and the pneumatic Christ were one and the same 
~erson. He did not see the historical Jesus at 
the time of his conversion, what he did see we cannot 
discover and cert ainly cannot describe . 
The Baur,Strauss and Pfleiderer school give 
rather a detailed account of the processes of the 
slowly maturing intellectual conviction that the 
Christian Wa¥ of attaining salvation was after all 
the right method. There was a gradual inward transforma-
tion of opinion and feeling with a sudden consumation. 
11 It was a profound crisis of the soul," suggests 
Saba tier, 11 the old ego has been done away with and 
the new ego emerged , whose vi tal principle is 
Christ himself.""''" It was the birth of Christ in his 
soul which meant a radical but lo gic al reversal of 
his views . He reached an intellectual as surance that 
he was right, his emotions then took the form of 
a new enthusiasm for a universal Christianity. 
Paul emerged with a new philosophy of life, 
new goals, new aims, new purposes, a unified self, 
as all the previous half-thoughts, arguments,dreams 
* 11 The Apostle Paul," pg. 72. 
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of the subconscious realm pushed themselves enrnass 
into the white light of his consciousness. Psycho-
analysis might call the climax the result of a 
"Christian complex " which clogged the channels of 
clear thinking until the dam of uncertainty broke, 
allowing Paul to express himself in the new found 
forms of Christian freedom. 
On the quiet we:y toward Damascus with a few 
men , Paul had time to think over the problem of a 
philosophy of life and to weigh the evidence~suddenly 
the wh ole thing comes clear to him as he pieces the 
pattern of life and living into one whole. Through 
the quiet processes of his own mind , the new light 
comes to him. The decision is dmmediately made . 
There is only one thing to do and that is to follow 
the commandments of his new Master. 
On the road to Damascus the gene sis of his 
Christian life became a certainty, as he turned the 
..... 
problem oV.e r Slh·d over in his mind . His mind demanded 
satisfactory t r uth. His heart and he ad throbbed with 
the problem ; which way is the truth ? During the 
uncertainty at one climactic moment the answer 
r~shed into his mind---tl~ Christians were ri ght, 
Jesus was and is the Messiah. The realization came 
as an illuminating decision. 
• 
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Paul may not have been conscious of any 
exertion of his own judgment, or of an independent 
examination of the faith. He lrnew of no transition 
stage in which h is mind hesitated or questioned 
purposefully. The period of persecution was fol l owed 
by one of seeking further light upon his Apostleship 
to Christ. Acco rd ing to Galatians 1:14 there was 
no via media but rather an abrupt che.nge from one 
assurance to another. That which was dark became 
light. Paul was enlightene d with the re alization 
that the Divine glory of the Son of God shown upon 
the brow of the victim of Ualvary .(II Cor. 4:6) . 
The author of Corinthians telJa..:§lf his knov1ledge of 
the light of Christ in hi s life. Christ spoke to him 
through his conscience-stri cken soul. 
His whole system of religiou s thought is 
reorganized, his purpose of life is altered completely 
as he says , "about face 11 in his habits 'f: customs, 
and program of living. The relating of the experience 
defied the pen and pencil, as well as his vocabulary. 
Phrases and exactinr; terminology COLlld not give a 
fair account of the gre r.'t inner struggle whi ch took 
place in the mind and soul of Paul. He cann~t describe 
the experience which is his alone and in attempting 
* See Weizsacl{er , " The Apostolic Age of the Christian 
Church," pg. 82ff . 
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so to do, he uses picturings and phrases which mu.st 
be understood as such. Paul did not mean to tell of 
an pptical light, and audible voice, a tangible 
spealring person but in the telling of his personal 
expe rience he uses the picture language of the Oriental. 
Every phase of the re port can be interpreted as the 
thoughts of Paul when he was converted. His divided 
self became a unified self. He alone told of this 
experience vvhile others h a ve retold the stories wi t h 
additional embellishments. The emotional experience 
was so ove l"i."lhelming that h e laclred not only the vrords 
to express it at the time of the event, but later 
he retained a memory of the emotional co ntent rather 
than the details. 
There may have been ce r tain physical con-
comitants, t h is is enti~ely poss ible. Ofcourse, the 
thorough going behaviorist would see in the physical 
or the psyclJ.Q-physical the sum total of all the 
conscious activity at t h is time. There may have been 
psycho - ge n ic blindness which was due to hi s unwillingness 
to accept what was incompatible with his habitual 
beliefs. 
It is only necessary to ho l d t hat for 
three days, the world of Paul was turned upside down, 
• 
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and his mind staggered beneath the lQad of a new 
decision affecting his whole life program, as he 
remained with Ananias in Damascus. The titanic 
discovery and certainty that Jesus was the son of 
God almost overwhelmed his sensibililies. Ananias 
understood the profound revolution that was going 
on under the persecuter ' s breast , so he added a word 
of assurance, gave him the right hand of fellowship 
and sent him on about his new t asks. Thus, the 
threads of t lli s theory weave a complete network 
of un i ty and form a psychological probability. 
The ideas gleaned from his contacts with 
the Christians had been sinking into the subconscious 
mind to reappe ar all at once after the process of 
assimilation had re ached a cert ain stage. The word -
picture, the 11 seeing 11 is not to be interpreted -then 
as an hallucination but rather as a thing of feeling, 
that which belongs to the re alm of music, poetry , 
something that cannot be analyzed by reanalyzing the 
mechanism. This might be the wholeness , rather than 
another part of the conversion; uFor there is something 
more to conversion and other religious experience than 
the sum of the part processes that have mostly occupied 
the attention of the psychologists ... ~~ Dr. Coe belongs 
~!- Coe, G.A.. , 11 The Psychology t!if Religion, 11 pg.l3. 
• 
• 
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to the functionalists in the field of religious 
psycholo gy, so he does not omit the evaluation of 
the event and in this endeavor almost passes over 
to the realm of ethics. This synoptic view enables 
one to comprehend the meaning of this revolution 
in the religious life of Paul. 
We have analyzed the literalist's interpretation 
and have seen the difficulties involved. Vi/e have made 
a study of the two methods of psycholo gical interpretation 
of the Damascus road event, as either a vision or a 
gradual maturing process. The last t vro schools agree 
in that they a llow for a psycholo gica l preparation 
for the crisis, however, it has been readily seen hhat 
they differ as to the interpretation of the event 
itself. U:.1r thesis ha s shown that there was a psycholo gical 
preparation for that eventful day and that the crisis 
was probably a wholesome d (:; cision on the par-t of Paul, 
as he suddenly discovered a new life program wh i ch 
had a great practical value -for the beginnings of 
Christianity an d for Paul himself • 
... 
• 
CHAPTER VI. 
THE POST-C lUSIS RESULTS • 
In the maze of theoretical explanations of the 
conversion we must not lose sight of the end of 
the process, the post-crisis freedom and joy,the 
new consciousness of the Divine. Richard Cabot describes 
the result ant feeling of his experience ,uthe solution 
to my riddle of the universe had been reve aled to me; 
for I was living in a new world, of beauty and gladness 
such as I had never conceived." Paul might have said 
the same although he might have used r eligious terms 
and stated that he had found the true Messiah. 
What ever happened on the road to Damascus, two 
immediate results stood out in his mind , he had sean 
the Lord am he had received a commission; in the 
breast of this man lay germinally hidden a world-
wide revolution. This might be called the second birth 
of Chris t ianity, the first being the birth of Christ 
and strange to say both of these events are shrouded 
in mysteries and traditional entanglements, which 
have at times completely overshadmved the importance 
of the results of these epoch making events in the 
history of civilization. 
* "Except Ye Be Born Again, u pg.20. 
• 
• 
The fact of the conversion reme.ins un-
challenged even though a long psychological 
preconditioning is necessary in the explanation 
of the method or process of the conversion; t he 
crisis can either be a vision or a decision. God 
worked through the natural laws, Paul may have 
btmgled in telling about the experience,but his 
life stands as a testimony to the fact that he, 
confronted by a religious problem, chose the 
pathway of service for Christ Jesus of Nazareth. 
Paul had reached the end of his quest, through 
the natural sequence of events. God has not been 
left out of the process. He still remains the 
metaphysical First Cause, and operates through 
the re gu lar psychological laws, whi. ch are re ally 
man 1 s discovery of His means of operation, r a ther 
than working through some miraculous means which 
neces s itates the setting aside of the natural laws. 
Psycholo gical science in its analysis d escribes 
the workings of the various laws. The crisis ac -
cord ing to these laws may be either an immediate 
hallucination which smacks very much of the subnormal , 
or simply a climactic decision, the result of a 
psychological preparation. There was plenty left in 
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the mind of Paul to effect his later life. Was it 
not worthy of God to work through natural laws to 
. 
accomplish this end ? God may speak to man through 
the subc onscious which is a sane,normal and psycholo gical-
ly sound mystical route. Paul had found the truth, 
the Christ-God through this method. 
Something happened near Damascus, God 
worked through very natural laws, which vre have 
attempted to de scribe. The method may be rather 
unc ertain but t he result remains the same. Paul 
had come to the cross-roads in his experience , and 
he chose the pathway of service for his new 11 Lord. 11 
Paul found that the true religious emphasis 
provided the peace and satisfaction which he sought. 
He had found the truth, so he starts his battle anew 
on the side of truth. The Saul of Tarsus , became 
Paul the Christian, with the same personal qualities , 
racial qualities but a new reli gious man who transfered 
his zealous activities to the Christian cause. The 
fight proceeds on the other side of the line. He 
knew the argQments on both sides and could put the 
matter up clearly before the orthodox Jews. He was 
a well trained theologian, now he had found a living 
spirit for his decadent the ology. 
-8~-
Perhaps, he had to go to Arabia and there in 
the silences of his soul await his marching orders 
but soon he started out on a vigorous crusade for 
righteousness as a rule for men, a universal rule 
for all those who h ad the Faith to receive the 
Grace of God. Justification would come through 
faith. 
If Paul had not invented He athen Christianity 
the idea would never have occured to the lat e r ages 
th at Jewish Ghristianity was any t :.dng else than 
a religion of Law, peculiar to the Jewish nation, 
containing int ensif ied Mess ianic expectations and 
definitely refering tho~ expectations to the person 
of a prophet vrho was not aclcnowled ged while he lived 
and met with a violent death. But Paul did discover 
a new concept ion of God, of religion, of worship, 
of the world and of life. Salvation bought and paid 
for by the deeds of the Law passed f orever fr om Christian 
religion as Paul established a mystical fellowship 
with Jesus Christ and t his was the re al secret of 
his apostolic service and success.(Gal.l:20). Fortunately, 
he was a world-citizen and equipped to establish 
a world religion. 
-· 
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Paul's errotion and passion remained a power 
to mal{e 11 a new he aven and a new e arth~ He had found 
a freedom through a spiritual religion which was the 
gift of God and made manifest through His Son. Paul 
was born in the first century became a Jewish Rabbi, 
but he wasttborn again" on the road to Damascus and 
became 11 The Campaigner for Christ. 117:· 11 Paul grew the 
stronger and confounded the Jews ••• ,proving that 
this is the Christ,"(Acts 9:22) because he had seen 
that FACE :-
ttWhich far from vanish, rather grows, 
And deco mposes but to recompose, 
Becomes my universe and feels and knows." 
Huton , 11 If God Be For Us. 11 
*The t itle of a sho rt study course of the li f e of 
Paul by Dr. William J. Lowstuter. 
.. 
• 
SUMMARY. 
This thesis presupposes a reading of the 
biblical records dealing with the day of Damascus 
in the lif e of Paul (Acts 9,22,26). Upon this 
reading the problem is evident. It is one of 
psychological and exegetical interpr etation of 
sacred history. 
The common explanation has been to pass off 
this event as a miracle allowing the physical 
Christ to literally appear before God. But the 
scientific mod ern age d e mands an int. erp retation 
more in keeping with t he general trend of research. 
The tools with which we are to work are 
found in psychology as a science. The schools 
of psy cholo gical methods are hastily revi owed 
and the necessary study to ols selected. In this 
psycho-religious problem introspection is necessary, 
as in all study of mystical stat s· s of reli gion. 
T~£ psycho-~~alytic school d e a l s too much with 
abnormalities a nd d isea.sed minds wh ile we hold that 
PS1Ul is sane. 'l' l1e metaph ysical behavioristic approach 
is discarded but vre reserve the right to observe 
the objective behavior or conduct of Paul as a 
clue to what mi ght be going on within his consciousness. 
The 11 Gestalt 11 school points the way toward considering 
man as a unit wh ich is one of the tenets::;of our 
self-psychology method. Eaul is considered a free, 
.. 
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purposive, self-directive personality whm is the 
subject for our study synoptically and f unctionally. 
Conversion as a distinct reli g iou s experience 
c an r eadily be a d a tum for psychology as a descriptive 
science. Th is science of religion has analyzed the 
conversion expe r ience into three ]::Briods :-(1) the 
pre-crisis period of unrest, worry, doubt, (2) Ute 
c r isis or climactic moment of character change and 
(3) the post-crisis period of joy and peace. 
Then turning to the history of Paul, vve 
endeavor to find elements of psychological preparation 
for t h is crisis. We learn that ;1e was dissatisfied 
vrith h is owm religious experience or lack of a real 
vital experience through the legalistic observances 
of the Jewish law. But he did notice tha t the 
Chri stia!b wi th whom he came i n contact had a peace 
of mind, a forti tude of spi r it and a loy alty to th(ioir 
new IVIessi ah, Jesus of Nazareth. 
So this dissatisfaction, his doubts, hal~­
t h ough ts and bits of' argument we r e maturing in the 
subconscious areas of Paul 's consciousness. His 
attention wa~focused upon the Christians as he 
persecuted the hated sect a:nd listened to t heir 
arguments. Paul s aw Stephen stoned to!dea th and 
beard h is proclamation of Jesus as the Messiah. 
Sudd~aly t he arguments of the Christians piec ed 
t he mselves together while Paul was going to 
Damascus and into his consciousness c ame the 
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the overwhelming realization that the historical 
Jesus and the spiritual Christ were One. His 
subconscious problem was solved . 
The records in Acts are interpreted as Orientral 
pictare language. There had been such an ove~rhelming­
ness at the time of the cri s is when nE>W aims , new 
p urposes , new ideals toolr possession of the life 
of Paul, tha t he lacked an adequate vocabulary to 
express the ecstacy of this supreme moment . 
Thus, Paul had been psychologically prepared 
for this climactic event through the subconscious 
maturing proc cess. He was not consciously prepared 
and for that reason , the climax came suddenly to him. 
The (~risis can either be interpreted as a vision 
or as a decision. But since an hallucination always 
smacks of abnormality in the minds of the most 
conservative thinlcers, we conclude that the sub-
conscious maturing p r ocesses can be used as ex-
planatory data for Paul's day or· Damascus . 
G-od then worked through t h e operating 
lavr s of psychology to change the li f e or, this 
man a nd thus, change the trend of history.The 
fact -~ f the conversion a~d its results are accepted 
cert ninties. Paul became a c a mp ai gner for Christ. 
• 
B I B L I 0 G R A P H Y • 
starbuck , Edwin D., nThe Psychology cif' Religion.'~ 
Third Edition. The Walter Scott Publishing Co. Ltd. 
Patenoster Square 1 London ,E.C Charles Scribners Sons, N.Y., N.Y. 1911. 
Strickland ,Francis L., uPsycl1olo gy of Reli g ious · Experience ," 
The Abington Press, New York .1924 .. 
Pratt, James Bissett , "The Religious Consciousness , .. 
The Macmillan Co. New York. 1923. 
Coe, George Albert, "The Psychology of Relig ion,'u 
The University of Chicago Pre ss,Cl).icago,Ill.l916. 
Je.mes, William, uThe Varie ties of Religious Experience , u 
Longmans, Green, and Company,Fifth Ave., New York. 
London and Bombay, 1902. 
Selbie, W .B., nThe Psychology of Religion," 
Oxford a t the Clarendo n Press. 1924 . 
Ames, Edward Scribner , 11 The Psycholo gy 
Expe r i ence .,. 11 
Houghton M~fflin Co. 
Bo st on and New Yo rlr .l024. 
of Religious 
Hoffd ing , Harold, "Th e Philosophy ·or Religion, 11 · 
Macmillan and Company,Ltd. London Branch• 
Translated from the German by B.E. Meyer.l914 . 
Hickman , Frank s., 11An Introduction to the Psychology 
of Religion. 11 
The Abingdo n Press. 1927 . 
Royse ,Cla.rence D., 11The Psycholo gy of Paul's Conversion . u 
The Ame r ic an Journal of Religious Psychology 
and Education .Vol.I.l904-05 . Page 140. 
Bri ghtman, E .S., 11 What Constitutes a Scientific Interpr etation 
of Religion . 11 The Journ a l of Re ligion. 
May 192 6 , Vol.VI. No.3 • 
Bri e:h tman, E . S., 11 An Introduction to Philoso phy. 11 
Henry Holt a nd Company, New york.l925. 
• 
B I B L I 0 G R A P H Y • 
Foalms-.Taclcson,F.J., 11The Life of Saint :P·aul. 11 
Boni E.Liveright,N.Y. 1926. 
Gilbert , Geor>ge H., u The Student,ls Life of Paul. u 
Macmillan Co.N.Y. 1923 (1899 ) 2nd. 
Hayes,D.A.," Paul and His Epistles." 
Methodist Book Concern,N.Y.l915. 
Jefferson, Charles E., u The Character of Paul. 11 
Macmil l an,New Yor1c,l924. 
JUlicher,Adolf,u An Introduction to the New Testament." 
Translated by Janet Penrose Ward. 
Smith,Elder and Compf3.ny,London.l904. 
Knowling,R.J.,"Tne Acts of the Apostles." 
Vol. II .The Expositor's Greek Testament. 
Hodder and Stoughton,N.Y.,London,Toronto.l917. 
Lowstuter , William J. , 11 Paul, Campaigner for Christ .. 11 
Methodist Book Concern,N.Y. 1925. 
Pfleiderer ,Otto, "Lectures on the Influence of the 
Apostle Paul on the Development of Christianity. 11 
Translated b y J.F.Smith. 
Williams and Norgate,London 1885. 
Lecture I & II. 
Pfleiderer, Otto," Primitive Christi anity. 11 
Translated by W. Ivlontgomery~ 
G.P.Putnarn's Sons,New York. 
Vol.I. Chapter v. 
Rackham, R •. B. ,"The Acts of the Apos.tles.u 
Methuen and Co. Ltd. London 1912 (1901) 7th . 
Robinson, B.w.,u Life of St. Pau1. 11 
University of Chicago Press,Chic ae~,Ill. 1918. 
Sabati er, A, ~ The Apostle Panl." 
Translated by George B. Findlay • 
James Pott and Co. N.Y. 1891. 
Smith ,David ,''Life and Le t ters of Paul." 
Hodder and Stoughton,London, N.Y.l909. 
• 
B I B L I 0 G R A P H Y • 
Stevens, George B. , ttThe Pauline Theology • 11 
Char les Scribners' Sons.l892. 
Weinel, H., "St. Paul,the Ean and His Works." 
Putnam's Sons,New York,l906. 
Weiss, Johannes, 11 Paul and Jesus. 11 
Translated. by Rev. H. J. Chayton, M.A. 
Harper Broth ers,London,l909. 
h Weizs~cl~er, Carl Von , 11 The Apostolic Age of the 
Christ ian Church." 
Translated by James Mil l ar,B.D. 
Second and Revised Ed ition ,l894. 
G.P. Putnam ' s Sons,New York. 
Wrede , W.; 11 Paul. 11 
Translated by Edward Lummis. 
Philip Green,London.l907. 
Other books and ma g<'l. Zine art icles were ref e red to 
but they gave only seconde.r y matte r ial f or this pape r . 
